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New Workout Equipment
Receives Mixed Reviews

CONOR HURLEY

SAM NAGOURNEY
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT

The new workout facilities at Underhill Arena and Merrill Gym received contrasting responses from students.

CONOR HURLEY
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

The College workout facilities in
Merrill Gymnasium and Underhill Arena
were revamped over the past week.
The changes have been met with
mixed reviews from students.
For the Bert Andrews Cardio room,
the Athletic Department purchased six
treadmills, four arc trainers and three
recumbent bicycles.
In the Davis Fitness Center, the
Athletic Department added 10 power
racks with hardwood floors, benches,

Hansen: Economic
Challenges “Obvious and
Deeply Distressing”
CONOR HURLEY
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

Previous cost-cutting efforts put in
place during the past few years in an ef¬
fort to catch up to wealthier peer schools
has put Bates in a particularly precarious
position in dealing with the current eco¬
nomic recession, according to an e-mail
sent to the College by President Elaine
Tuttle Hansen last Wednesday.
“Unlike many of our more wellendowed peers, we do not have a
sizeable financial cushion to help us
guard against such consequences,”
wrote Hansen.
“Like most of their endowments,
ours has lost a significant portion of its
value,” she wrote. “Because the original
value was smaller, we are not in a posi¬
tion to consider spending a little more
from abundant reserves until the econmic climate improves.”
One administration official involved
in the College finances who spoke to

Out
of
Juice
Juicy Campus.com,
the controversial
college gossip website,
shuts down due to
economic woes.

MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

Two local youths were led off
campus in handcuffs by Lewiston
Police after being questioned by
Bates Security and Lewiston Police
officers for nearly a half hour.
The two juveniles were stopped
inside of Ladd Library and questioned
in the entrance to the library.
According to witnesses at the li¬
brary, the pair was caught stealing
inside the library.
When asked about the incident,
a Bates Security officer at the scene
replied, “I’ve got nothing for you,
buddy.”
After loading one of the youths
into the back of his cruiser, a Lewiston
police officer involved in the deten¬
tion said that because the two were
juveniles he could not comment on
the incident and that Security would
have more information.
Neither the Bates daily crime log
nor the Lewiston Police blotter have
reported the incident.
Three Bates Security officers in
one security van and two Lewiston
Police officers in separate cruisers
were involved in the detention of the
two local youths.

The Voice of
Bates College
Since 1873.

The Student on the condition of ano¬
nymity last month estimated that the
endowment had lost about 25 percent
of its value during the recent econom¬
ic crisis.
"[Bates] cannot cut very deeply with¬
out adversely affecting the quality of fac¬
ulty and thus the student experience,"
wrote Hansen ruling out the possibility
of scaling down the size of the faculty.
Tile largest expected loss in revenues
is from endowment spending which is
typically around 5 percent, according to
Kelly Kerner, the Vice President for Col¬
lege Advancement.
To cover the endowment spending
shortfall, Bates would have to raise its
comprehensive fee by over 9 percent.
While the e-mail highlights the diffi¬
culties facing Bates in the current eco¬
nomic crisis, it emphasizes that Bates’
greatest strength is “[the College’s] aca¬
demic reputation and the solid reality of
the intellectual community that under¬
pins it.”
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Olympics bars, and 45- and 25-pound
bumper plates.
The cardio equipment purchased by
the department was bought used.
“The only option to purchasing this
cardio equipment would have been to
lease it but then we would have had to
pay finance charges as well. Purchasing
the equipment outright allowed us to
get more machines than we would have
been able to lease,” said Kevin McHugh,
the Athletic Director.
“The reaction has been tremendous
- I have heard nothing but positive feed¬
back from both areas and it seems like

both areas are being used extensively,”
McHugh added.
“I like it,” said Chris Hertz ’09. “There
are plenty of stations that have multiple
purposes where different types of ex¬
ercises can be done. There won’t be as
long lines as before.”
Some students thought that the new
equipment was not the right addition to
the workout facilities.
“I think that it’s nice they got new
equipment, but they got an over abun¬
dance of the same thing,” said Doug
MacKenzie ’09 of the new weightroom
equipment.

Unable to survive the recession,
JuicyCampus.com,
the
completely
anonymous college gossip website,
shut down this past week.
The end of JuicyCampus’ one-year
reign of terror, or entertainment depend¬
ing on perspective, is celebrated by anticyber bullying campaigns and presum¬
ably the students and professors who
were victims of gossip. JuicyCampus
founder and CEO Matt Ivester, a Duke
University alumn, attributed the site’s
end to declining ad revenue and dissolv¬
ing venture capital support.
Founded on August 1, 2007, the site
allowed visitors to post whatever they
pleased on forums representing over
500 campuses. Posts were uncensored,
and anyone could participate without
registering. The site reserved the right
to remove posts, but it only did so when
SeeJUICYCAMPUS.com, page 5

EMS to the Rescue

SIMONE PATHE
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Students who have at times had a
bit too much to drink on weekends
may also have muddled memories of
Bates EMS, while others may simply as¬
sociate the squad with the sight of their
Highlander cruising over an icy Alumni
Walk. Regardless, EMS’ role on campus
suffers from some common mispercep¬
tions. Like other student-run organiza¬
tions, EMS is a club, facing the same
budget woes and motivated by the
same passions that characterize other
student organizations.
Many students mistakenly assume
that calling EMS results in transport to
the hospital. Because Bates EMS is a
non-transport service, United Ambu¬
lance is always automatically called.
This “simultaneous dispatch” is required
by law, explained Bates EMS Chief of
Service Reid McMullan ’09. After EMS
makes the decision of whether to send
someone to the hospital, the ambulance
service can be cancelled if ultimately
not needed.
Students should never avoid calling
EMS for fear of receiving a strike. Al-

COURTESY PHOTO/BATES EMS

The Bates EMS van is loaded with everything the EMTs’ may need when responding
to an emergency.

though disciplinary action depends on
the security officer who responds and
the report he or she drafts, “if you call
EMS, you can’t get a strike, regardless
of what’s going on in the room,” Mc¬
Mullan stressed.
EMS is funded like any other club
through the BCSG. However, they are
not responsible for paying for their ve¬
hicle. The Highlander’s expenses, like

those of security SUVs, fall under the
College’s vehicle budget. EMS’ budget,
which was cut this year, covers their
uniforms and work-relevant supplies.
For most clubs, budget cuts are
simply an inconvenience. For EMS, a
slimmer budget threatens their ability
to provide health safety services to the
Bates community. The main concern
See HALF OF EMS CALLS, page 6
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FORUM
2.15 Children and
A Hybrid Car
Growing Population in America
Negatively Affects Environment
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Last week, at nine
days old, the Suleman babies became
the longest-surviving
octuplets bom in the United States.
Their single mother, Nadya Suleman, already had six children, all
conceived through in-vitro fertiliza¬
tion, when she gave birth to numbers
seven through 14 on Jan. 26. Alleg¬
edly “obsessed” with having children
since she was a teenager, Ms. Suleman’s preschool-sized household
represents the extreme in irrespon¬
sible family planning. However, her
outlier case is also part of a shocking
national trend that could catapult the
U.S. population to a billion people
by 2100 - and destroy the environ¬
ment in the process.
With a current population of 304
million, the United States is the only
industrialized nation in the world
still experiencing rapid population
growth. Between 1995 and 2005, a
period during which the popula¬
tions of European nations grew by
less than 1 percent, the U.S. popula¬
tion grew by 10.6 percent, according
to the Boston Globe By 2043, there
will be 400 million Americans, and
sometime between 2100 and 2120,
the population is projected to reach
1 billion, according to a 2008 report
by the Center for Environment and
Population (CEP).
Population growth in the U.S. is
partly due to medical advances that
have lengthened life expectancy and
immigration, but birth rate is also a
huge factor. While most industrial¬
ized nations are shrinking in pop¬
ulation, the fertility rate (average
number of children per woman) in
the U.S. is 2.15, slightly above the
replacement level of 2.1.
As the CEP reports, population is
the “big multiplier” in terms of cli¬
mate change, and the more energy
used per person, the more popula¬
tion growth will affect the environ¬
ment. If the 14 Sulemans grow up

to be average Americans, they will
collectively produce 280 tons of car¬
bon dioxide every year, or 20 tons
each - a number that is five times
the global average of 4 tons of an¬
nual d02 emissions per person.
Though Americans often like to
point fingers south and east at coun¬
tries with growing populations (the av¬
erage woman in Niger, for instance, will
have seven children in her lifetime), the
real ‘crowding’ occurs when popula¬
tion growth is coupled with reckless
resource use. While the populations of
industrializing countries may be grow¬
ing more rapidly than ours, even mod¬
est population growth in the U.S. will
have drastic effects on the environment
when combined with our exponential
energy consumption.

“...if the U.S. population
does in fact hit the
1 billion mark within the
next century, well all
be in trouble.”

The world population is currently
at 6.7 billion and climbing. Although
no on knows for sure how many peo¬
ple the Earth can sustain, it certainly
cannot support many more people
who consume like Americans.
No matter what energy efficiency
standards Obama imposes over the
next few years or which technolo¬
gies he invests in, reductions in perperson energy use will most likely
be offset by a growing population.
The methods of controlling popu¬
lation growth are various and often
disputed. For many women living in
industrializing nations, the number of
children they actually have is greater
than the number of children they would
See FORGOTTEN MULTIPLIER, page 4
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Letter to the Editor:
Attacks on Stimulus Plan Not Warranted
Dear Editor,
Brendan
O’Brien’s
article,
“Obama’s First Week: Bad Start,” in
the February 3rd issue, which criti¬
cized Obama’s proposed stimulus
package, made me want to spit.
I could not find out what Mr.
O’Brien studies here at Bates be¬
cause his Facebook profile is private,
but I would be frightened if he stud¬
ies economics, politics or anything
having to do with ethics considering

the inflammatory, uninformed and ir¬
responsible nature of his article.
It is true that some of the pro¬
posed stimulus package will not pro¬
vide an immediate jolt to the econo¬
my, and in this regard criticism and
debate over the stimulus are absolute¬
ly justified. But Mr. O’Brien conflates
‘pork’ spending with spending that
provides a safety net for Americans
suffering economic hardship (food
stamps, health care, etc.), investment
in a healthy, sustainable American

future (health, energy, infrastructure,
etc.), and projects intended to create
jobs (any project really, even if it is
pork). The stimulus package is not
perfect, but Mr. O’Brien’s attitude is
abysmal and defeatist, and malice
drops from his every word like fat
from a spinning, sizzling shwarma.

Lucy Neely

A Dying Printed News
Industry Needs Saving
ANDREW WILCOX
MANAGING FORUM
EDITOR

When
Johannes
Gutenberg introduced
the printing press in
the 15th century, its
service to humankind could not have
been overstated. Among its endless
benefits was the proliferation of the
newspaper. With the rapid rise of the
newspaper, the world became more
aware and more connected.
I have childhood memories of
my parents sharing the newspaper
over coffee every day before I went
to school. Its disheveled remains
would clutter the floor of the kitch¬
en, accumulating weekly. Aside from
its ability to connect the peoples of
the world, the newspaper became
a morning routine and a source of
conversation. Its value and useful¬
ness extend in numerous directions.
Unfortunately, the economic re¬
cession proved a powerful catalyst
for the decline of the printed newspa¬
per. Newspapers are now downsizing
and shedding staff more than ever.
According to statistics taken by the
Newspaper Association of America,
the number of adults who read the
print newspaper daily has declined
by roughly one to two thousand each
year since 2003. This is especially un¬
settling considering the total popula¬
tion of adults has risen each year at
about the same rate. There are more
people, but less newspaper reading.
What’s going on?
The Internet is what’s going on.
Web-based journalism is the printing
press of the 21st century. Gradually,
Internet journalism is replacing print¬
ed news. Every newspaper, major or
not, has its own website. These web¬
sites are typically very impressive,
accessible and free. Articles can be
updated constantly, keeping up with
the changing news. Graphics, photo¬
graphs, videos and blogs make the
Internet valuable in areas where the
printed news falls short.
Moreover, the Internet provides a
far more economical system for most
involved. According to the Feb. 2008
New York Times article “An Indus¬

try Imperiled by Falling Profits and
Shrinking Ads,” “For every dollar ad¬
vertisers pay to reach a print reader,
they pay about 5 cents, on average,
to reach an Internet reader.” These
sorts of benefits are not only true for
advertisers, though. In a utilitarian
sense, the switch over to Internet
news is a sensible choice to make.
While these are great perks, I be¬
lieve they are outweighed by the in¬
trinsic advantages of the printed news.
For instance, the Internet entertains a
very personal approach to the news
- each person surfing the web at his
or her leisure. On the other hand,
printed news promotes community
and discussion. There is something
to be said for my childhood memo¬
ries. People enjoy sitting down with
coffee and the newspaper. They like
dividing up the sections, reading and
then switching. I never want to walk
downstairs in the morning to find my
parents face-first in separate computer
screens. It’s difficult to articulate, but
it’s simply not the same.
Printed news makes the process
of obtaining news more regular. I
can’t imagine a day when I would
come to Commons in the morn¬
ing and not look to the newspaper
stacks before I sit down. Contrarily,
if the Internet were the only means
of obtaining the news, what hap¬
pens when the power goes out?
What happens when the Internet
isn’t working? What happens when
some computer expert hacks into
the system and tampers with the
news? What about the elderly per¬
son who doesn’t have a computer,
let alone know how to use one, or
the others who can’t afford them?
These are considerable issues that
Internet journalism can’t escape. On
the other hand, the printed news is
reliable and safe.
There are more issues still. Lit¬
erally anybody can create a website
and offer “reliable” news. If the In¬
ternet becomes the new forum for
news, news will become the new fo¬
rum for irrelevance and untrustwor¬
thiness. Of course, there are credible
sources, but there are so many oth¬
ers to be cautious of.
I don’t think we really want to

transform the news media in a way
that promotes the use of computers.
In this day and age, humans are al¬
ready faced with so much technology
that reading the newspaper is some¬
times the only 10 minutes of the day
keeping us totally grounded.
While the effects of the print¬
ing press yielded a more connected
world, Internet technology “con¬
nects” us in a way that actually
renders us more disconnected. The
more time per day we each spend
on a computer, the less and less nec¬
essary it feels to do anything else. If
the Internet becomes the only place
for us to gather news, we really
needn’t leave our computers’ side.
So far I have addressed the con¬
cerns of a newspaper reader. How¬
ever, it is crucial to highlight the
concerns of the newspaper maker.
Those in the newspaper industry are
true craftspeople. We must not for¬
get the importance of maintaining a
craft that has achieved so much ap¬
preciation over the decades. While
the Internet format necessitates
many of the same skills as the print¬
ed format, I know myself that it feels
good to hold the finished product in
my hand. I can only imagine the true
satisfaction that is felt by the makers
of major newspapers. The Internet
diminishes the importance of the
craft aspect of the news industry. An
entire population of skilled workers
will disappear. Not only will their
craft be lost but their jobs, too.
Amid a self-destructive economy,
I see it as the government’s obligation
to support the waning print industry.
Printed news offers something the
Internet does not: simplicity, reli¬
ability and craft. The printed news
is a cornerstone of American democ¬
racy. Informed views, intelligent re¬
porting - these are gems of the print
industry that we can no longer take
for granted. If we can’t remain satis¬
fied with the printed news, will any¬
thing ever remain sacred, escaping
the clench of technology? Unlikely.
If for nothing else, support a news¬
paper to help maintain one of the
modern world’s most enduring and
effective inventions and the people
who make it effective.

Chase Hall Must Harbor the Arts
GRIF PETERSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

When I arrived at Bates College in
2005, there were two or three bands on
campus. The Nancies and Greg Waters
were establishing themselves, and you
would occasionally hear from the DFJ
or Pink Champagne Raw Cocaine. But
that was it, for the most part.
Musicians competed for a few
hours of practice time each week in
Olin and had no formal way to com¬
municate with one another. The only
reason my band was able to play
shows was because we set up in our
friend’s room in Hedge. When the
practice space was unexpectedly tak¬
en away from us during the summer
of 2006, we returned to school with
nowhere to play and very few ears ea¬
ger to listen to our grievances.
After a year of persistent pester¬
ing, we moved from Olin to Auburn
to Hedge to the basements of Frye
Street and finally to Chase Hall. There
has been a marked increase in live mu¬
sic at Bates since we consolidated our

powers into the Bates Musicians Union
and secured a fulltime practice space
with a weekly practice schedule.
Now, there are no less than a
dozen bands on campus and each of
these bands has two two-hour time
slots per week to practice. Not only
does this provide musicians with the
means to hone their skills, but it also
benefits the entire Bates community
who listens to them perform at Tues¬
day Midday Concerts, school perfor¬
mances and weekend parties.
Last week I attended a school-wide
symposium on the future of the arts at
Bates. By and large, the takeaway point
from all departments was that there is
simply not enough space or infrastruc¬
ture to accommodate the creative po¬
tential of Bates, and we are not fully
utilizing the skills of the students here.
I couldn’t help but think about
Chase Hall when I heard this. Put into
a do-or-die situation, the musicians
spent the better part of a year speak¬
ing with various committees and ad¬
ministrators trying to obtain a practice
space. While the situation may not be
quite as desperate as that of the paint¬

ers, actors and poets, it is an absolute
travesty that the remainder of Chase
Hall is not made available to them,
at least in the short term. The rooms
surrounding the musicians practice
space have remained untouched since
September. In fact, the Physical Plant
garbage cans are still filled with the
sawdust from assembling walls in our
room over four months ago.
I understand that there are certain
bureaucratic hurdles to overcome, but I
feel warranted in expressing my extreme
disappointment that other creative or¬
ganizations and departments have had
to suffer because proper space has not
been made available to them.
Whether it be theater groups
practicing in Old Commons, extra
pottery wheels in the Rowe Room,
poet-musician collaboration in the
BMU practice space or student pho¬
tography exhibits next to Pablo’s
Pizza Palace, I think opening up
Chase Hall to the arts would dra¬
matically increase the intrinsic value
of Bates. If there is a good reason
why this should not happen, I am
still waiting to hear it.
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Poverty and Hunger on the Rise: Changing Our Biases
AFROZ BAIG
STAFF WRITER

According to the
United States Depart¬
ment of Agriculture,
this past October, about one in every 10
people was enrolled in the food stamp
program to meet basic food needs.
That figure roughly equates to 31 mil¬
lion Americans (cnn.com). Although the
USDA does not have more recent figures,
it is speculated that the number of indi¬
viduals in need of assistance has risen
due to the downturn in the economy.
Like those in welfare system,
those who are receiving federal aid
in the form of food stamps are often
looked upon as lazy and unwilling to
work. But that is simply not the case.
Those receiving aid have an array of
situations that have led them to file
for federal assistance - everything
from mounting unemployment to the

is unrealistic at best, forcing many
recipients of welfare to skip meals.
Although the USDA sticks firmly to
the belief that the money the food
stamps provide is supplemental, not
equitable to monthly food expenses,
fot many recipients that is not the
lived reality - they rely solely on the
food stamps to purchase meals.
President Obama’s proposed eco¬
nomic stimulus plan would give more
assistance to those already enrolled
in fhe food stamp program. Under
his proposed plan, a family on as¬
sistance would be eligible to receive
up to $79 more every month to help
with food costs, an increase of about
13 percent (cnn.com). However, this
much-needed assistance for families
ir 'ontingent upon the Senate.
With the rise in hunger, there
has also been a rise in the aware¬
ness and documentation of hunger
in American society. Sites such as
witnessestohunger.org, which aims

rising cost of health insurance.
To reduce the stigma surrounding
food stamps, many states have opted
to hand out food stamp debit cards,
which make the use of food stamps
less obvious in grocery stores. States
such as Louisiana, where one in
every six people is on food stamp
assistance, have implemented this
change to make the program easier
to access for those in need.
Still, many critics abide by the notion
that the food stamp program is a govern¬
ment handout and those receiving ben¬
efits have no incentive to try to better
their situation because they are receiv¬
ing a freebee from the government. This
could not be further from the truth.
An average adult receiving assis¬
tance from food stamps is awarded
about $175 per month. That means
that this individual has about six
dollars to spend on three meals ev¬
ery day. Given the rising cost of pro¬
duce, this six-dollar-per-day figure

Why A Failing Economy
Requires Our Hope
BLAISE LUCEY
ASSISTANT FORUM
EDITOR

When any head¬
line appears with the
word “economy” in
it, it’s inevitable to
feel a little nauseous, just like it’s in¬
evitable to feel a little ecstatic when
you see a headline with the words
“Obama administration.”
According to the New York Times,
more than half a million jobs were lost
in Jan. 2009- More than 11.5 million
Americans are currently unemployed.
The country’s total population is just
over 305 million people.
Stores are closing, and people aren’t
going to restaurants. Gas prices are low
because fewer and fewer people are
driving, either because they are trying
to save money or because they don’t
have to drive to work anymore.
When the economy is mentioned,
it tends to override the significance of
anything else. The world has suddenly
stopped moving: we’ve forgotten about
global warming (climate change?), and
we’ve forgotten about Iran’s nuclear
program, Russia and North Korea.
We’ve forgotten about anything that’s
not directly related to the United States.
When you don’t have money, you don’t
have the luxury to worry about distant
or long-term problems (hence the wise
adage: mo’ money, mo’ problems).

insurance, mortgages, heating, dental
insurance, health insurance, etc.
Any golden shine of personal rela¬
tionships has been blurred to a factory
gray. The consequence of our fretful
obsession with the ominous and meta¬
physical cloud of the economy is that
it keeps worsening. If people bought
things, stores wouldn’t close and peor
pie would keep their jobs.
But we’re told by the media to avoid
buying things for now. This is because
the economy is bad. But part of the
reason the economy is bad is because
people aren’t buying things. It seems
rather simple, if you try not to consider
the untold numbers of other factors that
have brought on this recession.
We have to ignore the people
and reports and shows telling us we
should be scared. It’s true that we
are going to endure a rough cou¬
ple of years, but our approach to
this economic crisis will determine
whether we are going to stagger out
of college into a jobless existence
within a fading empire or whether
we’ll be riding the rising wave of a
rejuvenated economy.
It’s all about the Hope. Obama’s
buzzword was founded on the fact
that his presidency faces one of the
most challenging times in our coun¬
try’s history. We need to have faith
that the economy has the power to
rise again. This is as important a
thing we can do as any.

The media revels in comparing our
economic crisis to the Great Depres¬
sion. Everyone is careful not to say that
we are in a depression, but the line is
being pushed. President Obama ran his
campaign on Hope with a capital H, but
it’s hard to find it anywhere.
Hope is a free commodity that peo¬
ple have traded for Despair. How are
we supposed to feel anything else? Ev¬
erything looks bad. Newspapers show
us numbers and graphs that don’t nec¬
essarily mean anything to us, but they
tell us it’s bad so we accept it and de¬
cide to feel depressed.
Many uncreative Republicans seem
to be desperate enough to want tax
cuts instead of any substantial stimulus.
However, this time around, throwing
extra money at people won’t help the
situation, not for one measly moment of
told-you-so gratification.
Unemployed Americans who would
receive checks in the mail would not
decide to go out and stimulate the
economy. They would save it. Even
people with jobs would keep these bo¬
nus earnings - the media tells us we
should be saving for some kind of per¬
fect storm, so we do. People need jobs,
not groundless money.
Stores are closing because people
are saving their money and spending
it on what they have decided are the
necessities of life. Unfortunately, the
necessities of life have become manu¬
factured by companies and banks: car

Start Your Career in Accounting.

Northeastern's MS in Accounting/MBA
for non-accounting majors:
• Earn two degrees in just 15 months.
• Complete a 3-month paid residency at a leading accounting firm.
• Proven track record of 100% job placement.

to relieve starving children, gave 40
mothers cameras to document their
lives and the lives of their children
in order to promote awareness and
better understanding of the lives of
hungry children in America.
News networks such as CNN
have also gotten involved. In order
to understand the life of someone
constrained by a low monthly budget
for food, Sean Callebs, a CNN cor¬
respondent, decided to live off of the
$175 food stamp amount for a month
and kept a blog of his experiences.
Entries such as “I miss being able to
snack...I really thought about how
much people drop day in and day out
eating out. Secondly, part of me on
the inside was really disgusted with
the amount of food we waste in the
U.S.” really bring to the forefront the
mindset of someone with restricted
access to funds to purchase food.
The important thing to recognize,
as sites such as witnessestohunger.org

try to point out, is that these problems
don’t end with hunger, but feed into the
larger cycle of poverty. Many enrolled
in these programs are hard-working
individuals who have fallen on tough
times or are just unable to afford the
cost of living on their salaries.
Regardless of political views, it is
important to recognize that hunger
is a human condition that we are all
capable of experiencing. Although
the current food stamp program is
not the most efficient, it is better than
the alternative of having no program
of its kind. If continued changes are
made to adapt to the rising food
prices, the food stamp program has
the potential to help many more in¬
dividuals. All this is contingent upon
shedding our biases and stereotypes
of those who receive this aid, and
realizing that hunger on a global
and domestic scale is a problem one that we as a society must do our
best to solve.

Staff Tax Issues Derail Faith
R0MINA ISTRATII
STAFF WRITER

When
President
Obama stepped into
the White House to
begin rebuilding America, everyone felt optimistic. A great
man in a great post, people seemed to
think. However, this feeling of absolute
trust and optimism would not last for¬
ever. When it was revealed that three of
Obama’s staff nominees were connected
to tax evasion, people started doubting.
How can Obama ameliorate the mani¬
fold flawed aspects of this country when
he chooses flawed nominees to do the job?
Considering that the three nominees ap¬
peared to have similar problems with taxes,
is there any chance that the current tax sys¬
tem is not adequate for our economy?
Tom Daschle, Obama’s choice to
lead the Health and Human Services
Department, was one of the first nomi¬
nees to raise the issue of tax evasion.
When he was first nominated, most ev¬
eryone felt that it was a good choice.
Mr. Daschle, the co-author of a book on
health care reform, knows a lot about
one of Obama’s signature issues.
As a former Senate majority leader,
he also knows how to guide controver¬
sial bills through Congress, where he
remains liked and respected by former
colleagues. However, his failure to pay
taxes and his sizable income from healthrelated companies while he worked in
the private sector quickly called into
question his suitability for the job.
Mr. Daschle, according to a New York
Times editorial, failed to fray $128,000 in
taxes - taxes primarily for the personal use
of a car and driver provided to him by a
private equity firm for which he consulted.
Only after he had been chosen to be
the Health Secretary did Mr. Daschle tell
the administration about the unpaid taxes.
He paid some $140,000 in back taxes and
interest on Jan. 2 to settle several tax prob¬
lems, and he acknowledges owing more.
After these facts were brought to
light, Mr. Daschle did the right thing for
himself and, more importandy, for the
Obama administration and withdrew
his name from the nomination as Secre¬
tary of Health and Human Services.
Timothy Geithner, the new Secre¬
tary of the Treasury, ran into a similar
problem when it was revealed that he
failed to pay payroll taxes when he
worked at the International Monetary
Fund. Mr. Geithner apologized and paid
more than $48,000 in back taxes and
interest before he was confirmed.
Nancy Killefer, appointed by Obama to
a position to scrutinize government spend¬
ing, was also linked to tax evasion. Accord¬
ing to an administration official, Ms. Killefer
appeared to have qusetionable circum¬

stances regarding her household taxes.
In this case too, the nominee de¬
cided to withdraw her name because, as
she put it in her letter to Obama, “I have
come to realize in the current environ¬
ment that my personal tax issue of D.C.
Unemployment tax could be used to cre¬
ate exactly the kind of distraction and
delay that must be avoided in respond¬
ing to urgent economic problems.”
This epidemic of tax issues has left a
lot of people scratching their heads and
wondering what has become of Obama’s
high ethical standards. Before he names
new nominees, he might have his team do
a little more scrubbing of their tax returns.
The most important question that aris¬
es is why this epidemic exists, especially
so frequently among business executives.
How are we faced with three cases of tax
evasion among governmental personnel?
Corruption would be a good reason.
It is not impossible that many business
executives, landlords, investors and
business owners believe they can skip
taxes because of their positions. Mr.
Daschle and other members of the po¬
litical class, unlike ordinary Americans,
do not have to worry about being ha¬
rassed by the IRS Washington insiders
have a get-out-of-jail-free card that en¬
ables them to feign embarrassment, pay
the back taxes and interest, but avoid
any penalties or legal consequences.
This, however, can not justify the ex¬
tent of mistakes people make regarding
taxes. Lack of clarity in the current tax
system seems a plausible cause. Daniel J.
Mitchel, an economist and senior fellow
at the Cato Institute recently interviewed
by the New York Times, believes that the
recent tax imbroglio with Obama’s nomi¬
nees “is an indictment of a convoluted tax
code that simultaneously hinders com¬
pliance by honest people and enables
cheating by dishonest people.”
In past years, Money magazine asked
professional tax preparers to estimate the
tax liability for a hypothetical family. Al¬
most without fail, every single answer the
magazine received was different and ev¬
ery single answer was wrong. If people
trying to come up with the right answers
have this much trouble, imagine the opportunities for mischief by those who
want to scam the system. Nowadays, tax
regulations are so complex that even tax
specialists have to specialize.
Tax evasion and mistakes will continue
if changes are not implemented. Now that
Mr. Geithner is Secretary of the Treasury, he
could uige all tax software makers to cor¬
rect any shortcomings in their programs. He
should also order an investigation regarding
how to stop tax cheating among IMF and
other global agency employees. He was the
only nominee not to withdraw from the po¬
sition and he might be able to redeem him¬
self by starting us on the road to a modem,
simple and efficient tax system.
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The Forgotten
Multiplier: Population
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

like to have. When Iran introduced
counseling before marriage, rural health
clinics and free family planning services,
fertility rates dropped dramatically, ac¬
cording to BBC News. In the 1980s, the
average Iranian woman had six children
over her lifetime; now she has two.
While Iran offered services that
empowered women to make choices
regarding family size, China opted
to create a deterrent (a heavy fine)
to discourage urban families from
having more than one child - a con¬
troversial but apparently successful
means of dealing with the population
crisis. Since its introduction in 1979,
the one-child policy in China has pre¬
vented 400 million births, according
to Chinese officials. Seventy-six per¬
cent of Chinese people support the
law, according to a 2008 survey con¬
ducted by the Pew Research Center.
Reports of forced abortions and
female sterilizations in China, how¬
ever, bring the one-child policy into
question, and many argue that gov¬
ernment regulation concerning fam¬
ily size is completely unnecessary.
Brazil, the most populous country
in South America, has achieved a
drop in fertility rate similar to Iran’s
without any kind of national policy.
Although it is unclear exactly why
Brazilian women are having an av¬
erage of four fewer children today
than they were 50 years ago, some
attribute the drop in fertility rates to
a, kind of culture shift. Greater ac¬
cess to media outlets that celebrate
smaller families and promote con¬
traceptive choices may have a larger
effect than most people realize, and
urbanization is giving even poor
women more access to services and
birth control.
Overall, the most fool-proof way to
control national population growth is
to empower women. Even in industri¬
alized nations such as the U.S., drops
in fertility rates are correlated with
advancements in women’s rights. The
fertility rate in the U.S. plummeted to
a low of 1.7 in 1976, three years after
Roe v. Wade legalized abortion and

about a decade after the introduction
of the birth control pill.
Why the fertility rate has risen
slightly past replacement level in the
U.S. over the last 30 years is a point
of contention. Some point to the fact
that there is now less of a stigma at¬
tached to the single mother; the 2006
U.S. Census reports that 36 percent
of women who have children are not
married. Others say that contraceptive
use and access to abortion are on the
decline. At the same time, though, the
census shows that many more women
are choosing not to have children at
all. Today, 20 percent of women 40 to
44 have no children, compared with
only 10 percent 30 years ago.
What is clear, however, is that Amer¬
icans use and waste far more than their
share and that if the U.S. population
does in fact hit the 1 billion mark within
the next century, we’ll all be in trouble.
In this age of awakened environ¬
mental consciousness, an individual’s
choices in terms of energy consump¬
tion are being upstaged. During his
inaugural address, President Obama
reigned in a “new era of responsibil¬
ity” which he called the “price and
promise of citizenship.” During the
campaign debates, Obama defined
this responsibility in terms of making
choices such as weatherizing your
home or making your business more
fuel efficient. One thing he didn’t
mention, however, was making the
choice to have fewer children.
Although this aspect of environ¬
mental responsibility is rarely talked
about, family size is probably the most
important choice all of us will make in
our lifetimes in terms of our person¬
al impact on climate change. We can
choose to buy a solar-paneled home
and a hybrid car, but if we decide to
have six children, all of whom grow
up to purchase their own solar-pan¬
eled home and hybrid car, our family’s
collective C02 emissions will prob¬
ably surpass those of a smaller, less
environmentally-conscious family.
As Bates students, statistics pre¬
dict that our fertility rates will be
lower than our non-college-educated
peers. Still, we have important choic¬

es to make - some of which will
come sooner than others.
In the shorter term, we can choose
to live with roommates or family after
graduation. Over the past 30 years,
household size (number of people
per household) has decreased from
3.1 people in 1970 to 2.6 people in
2000 - or about one fewer person for
every two households, according to
CEP. Between 2000 and 2006, 10 mil¬
lion new housing units were built,
and along with them came millions
of additional refrigerators, microwaves, dishwashers, air conditioners
and heating units. These household
appliances consume 30 percent of all
electricity used and account for 12
percent of all greenhouse gas emis¬
sions, and they’re the fastest-growing
energy consumers.besides cars.
American culture promotes the in¬
dependent, self-made man (or wom¬
an) - someone who has their “own
place” and their own things. How¬
ever, Bush’s “a home of your own”
ideology cannot exist alongside sus¬
tainability. In order to mitigate cli¬
mate change, Americans are going to
have to start sharing things - most
importantly their modes of trans¬
portation, their living spaces and
their home appliances. Living with a
roommate - or five - is probably one
of the most important environmental
choices Bates students can make im¬
mediately following graduation.
In the longer term, our genera¬
tion of young people will ultimately
be responsible for whether the U.S.
population does in fact climb to an
all-consuming billion. Personally, we
can each do our part by practicing
careful family planning and, on a cul¬
tural level, by redefining what ‘fam¬
ily’ actually means. An only child, for
instance, does not have to be lonely
if she grows up surrounded by cous¬
ins or friends, perhaps even ones
who live in the same household.
As we move into an era of what
will hopefully be greater environ¬
mental responsibility on the part of
all Americans, ‘downsizing’ needs to
apply not only to homes and to cars,
but also to families.

80
The number of drunken pirates who had to be treat¬
ed by paramedics at a parade in Tampa, Florida.

2400
The horsepower of a twin-turbo-charged 1963 Cor¬
vette. It is the fastest street-legal car on the planet.
Rod Saboury, 58, claims it’s “like driving a UFO on
the highway.”

56
The age of the first woman to swim the Atlantic.
Jennifer Figge took 24 days to accomplish the feat
and swam in a cage to protect her from sharks. She
swam from Trinidad to the British Virgin Isles.

66
The age of a man who called 911 in a Burger King
because there was no lemonade left.

The cost, in dollars, of a steak cooked and eaten
by a burglar after he broke a window and entered
someone’s house. Nothing else was stolen.

The number of people arrested in the Bahamas for
eating an endangered species of iguana. Authorities
found Facebook photos that showed them catching,
barbecuing and eating the animals. They were both
jailed with a $500 bail.
Source: www.fark.com
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Ice Monument Symbolizes Rising
Violence in Israel and Palestine

JuicyCampus.com Shuts
Down Due to Fiscal Woes
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

1

posts contained contact information.
Known for its crude and often cruel
content, common JuicyCampus post
titles were “Best and Worst Head,” “Big¬
gest Whores” and “Hottest Boys/Girls.”
The site initially received large amounts
of traffic with 300,000 unique visitors
in March 2008, only to plummet to less
than 50,000 in July.
Bates had over 50 posts and hun¬
dreds of replies on topics that mirrored
the overall trends of the site.
The site has been criticized fero¬
ciously since its inception, but it is
protected under the Communications
Decency Act of 1996, which states, “no
provider or user of an interactive com¬
puter service shall be treated as the
publisher or speaker of any information
provided by another information con¬
tent provider.”
In other words, Ivester and company
cannot be held responsible for posted
content provided that he and the com¬
pany make no effort to moderate or edit
content except where legally required.

While Ivester’s JuicyCampus may
be gone, the domain name still exists
and currently forwards visitors to CollegeACB, or Anonymous Confession
Board. Developed by Johns Hopkins
alum Andrew Mann and Wesleyan alum
Aaron Larner, and owned by Wesleyan
firstyear Peter Frank, a Wesleyan fresh¬
man, ACB hopes to distinguish itself
from JuicyCampus with “a higher level
of discourse-while still making room
for the occasional gossip post,” accord¬
ing to a press release.
Currently, there is only one post on
CollegeACB pertaining to Bates. The
post is about the site and not Batesrelated gossip.
JuicyCampus allowed users to use all
the features of the site without logging in
or providing any personal information.
CollegeACB allows users to post and
reply without providing any personal
information or logging in, but other fea¬
tures require users to create an account.
CollegeACB allows users to report
“threatening, libelous, or otherwise il¬
legal” posts to the webmaster, but the
parameters that ACB will use are, thus
far, unknown.

This Week in Bates History...

JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT

Students for Peace and Justice in Palestine constructed a snow sculpture to bring attention to the conflict in Israel and Palestine.

SAM NAGOURNEY
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

Amidst the black ice and falling
sheets of snow, pedestrians have some¬
thing new to worry about: a gargan¬
tuan snowball tumbling down an icy
staircase and pinning them against
New Commons.
Mounted atop a series of studentbuilt snow steps, the snowball is Stu¬
dents for Peace and Justice in Palestine’s
newest public display to bring attention
to their cause.
“It seemed reasonable that it would
look like a pyramid, and we could build
the ball on top, that way it can match
the idea of snowballing violence, and at
the same time you are taking steps to
stop it from falling and those steps are
calling the senators,” Students for Peace
and Justice in Palestine President Samy
Lendvai-Qarmout ’09 said.
“The snowball is important because
it adds a sense of urgency, that apathy
is, in a sense, detrimental. You can’t be
[removed] from this because the longer
you sit out and do nothing, the worse
things gets,” Grif Peterson ’09, the Vice
President of the group, added.
“It’s a situation that keeps getting
worse and worse unless you take steps
to prevent it. And when we say prevent

the first step towards a solution” Peter¬
son said.
With Lendvai-Qarmout and Peterson
graduating, the central leadership as well
as the sole Palestinian student will be
gone, but the two incumbents are taking
steps to ensure that the void is filled.
“We’re trying to empower younger
students...and involve them as much as
possible with making the activities. And
we’ve had some really active... under¬
classmen participating, so we’re trying to
set an example for them to take over the
group,” Lendvai-Qarmout said.
Peterson concurred, “The important
thing is that just because there’s not go¬
ing to be any Palestinians at Bates next
year doesn’t mean it’s not an issue that
affects all of us. I think there has been
enough energetic underclassmen that
the group will definitely continue.”
Regardless of their confidence that
the club will remain, Peterson and
Lendvai-Qarmout jokingly suggested
that Admissions look into accepting
more Palestinians.
Students for Justice and Peace in
Palestine will be holding an open
discussion on Wednesday evening in
Skelton Lounge, which will include
politics professors Eric Hooglund and
Leila Kawar, as well as English profes¬
sor Cristina Malcolmson.

it, it’s not necessarily about choosing one
side or the other as much as being wellinformed, understanding the issues.”
The club, which was non-existent
until Palestinian Lendvai-Qarmout ar¬
rived, has been very active since its
inception, but Peterson and LendvaiQarmout want to further spread their
influence beyond the small group of
dedicated members who actively dis¬
cuss issues, watch films and read litera¬
ture on the topic.
“And that’s where we came up with
the idea, because putting something in
front of Commons, it is inevitable that
everyone will see it. And regardless of
what they think about our group, they
will react to it,” Peterson said.
“I think the most important point of
our group is getting the word out, and
it has worked,” Students for Justice and
Peace in Palestine Member member Lib¬
by Wilson-Milne ’09 suggested. “Even as
we were building it, people were stop¬
ping and asking.”
The sculpture is accompanied by
signs which provide the telephone num¬
bers of Maine Senators Olympia Snowe
and Susan Collins, as well as the num¬
bers of the district’s representatives.
“I think we all truly believe that if we
could just really vocalize the issue and
have a lot of debate surrounding it, that’s

1924
When two Bates professors ran on the Lewiston Republican ticket
in the then-upcoming election, an editorial said, “Our political activi¬
ties are not matters of small moment, they are matters of great pride.
Politics can never be purified until the right men get into office... We
wish that so many Bates students were not going to become school
teachers, we wish that they were going to become politicians.”

1937
A half-page advertisement in The Student, featuring a beautilul,
smiling young woman holding a small box of cigarettes reads: “One
year older, one year wiser... enjoy Chesterfields for the good things
smoking can give you.”
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Merrill Gym
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2/8/09 1:39 a.m.

2/8/09 1 39 a m.

Rand Hall
, -i ¥
Second Floor Hall)v.ft ■

Taken Care Of

2/8/09 2:20 a.m.

2/8/09 2:20 a.m.

John Bertram Halt
Second or Third Floor

Taken Care Of

.

1988
In accordance with new Maine state laws that all restaurants provide
non-smoking space, the Den closed its back section to smokers. A
Student poll found that among students, 84 percent of females and 80
percent of males did not smoke. Of these, the Student found that 90
percent were in favor of the new laws with tougher restrictions on to¬
bacco use. Among smokers, only 50 percent were in favor of the laws.

Taken Care Of

Rand Hall
V|
Second Floor Hallway jl
280 College Street
Basement

The Student took a tour of the bomb shelter that had been con¬
structed with Lane Hall between 1962 and 1964. Constructed pri¬
vately with College funds, the shelter had a capacity of about 1200
people. Running the length of Lane Hall on the Andrews Road side
and extending towards what was then the Maintenance building,
where Pettengill is now, the shelter has primarily been used for stor¬
age. When Civil Defense was invited to inspect the shelter upon its
completion, they were impressed by the College’s foresight in building
such a structure.
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unknown
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Ben Harper played in the Gray Cage, the Vagina Monologues were
performed at Bates for the first time, and in honor of Valentine’s Day,
the Bates debaters argued the following question: “Be it resolved:
Women have destroyed chivalry and thus damned themselves.”

Lewiston Police Department Crime Log
Incident Report Statistics
• Between Jan. 30 and Feb. 06 the LPD responded to 646
calls for service. Of those calls, 191 were Motor Vehicle
Stops.
Accidents: 64
Disorderly Disturbances: 36
Domestic Disputes: 18
Arrests: 39

Criminal Mischief
•A window to a porch located at 2 Howe Street was bro¬
ken out overnight Feb. 2 to Feb. 3.
•A truck parked outside of the Grid Iron bar had its
rearview mirror kicked off sometime between 7:30 p.m.
and 10:30 p.m. on Feb. 4.
•A vehicle parked at building 13 PVA had an unknown
substance poured into the engine oil overnight Jan. 31 to
. Feb. 1 which caused damage to the engine.
•A mailbox at 73 Knox Street was damaged by a perma¬
nent marker sometime overnight Feb. 3 to Feb. 4.
•A vehicle parked at 17 Bridge Street had its windows
smashed out overnight Feb. 3 to Feb. 4.

L

Thefts

\
•A patron of the Merrill Gym at 145 Russell Street had an
iPod and a Verizon I.G phone stolen from their gym bag
on Jan. 27. The bag was. Jpcaied near the changing area
of a dance studio.
ipataHV
•A customer of Irving at 674 MaijJ Street had his waifet
stolen during the evening on Jan. 30.
•A purse was stolen from a room at the RarfiSBa Inn
sometime jiuring the daytime on'Feb. i.

Burglaries

a

•An apartment at 36.5 Shawmut St. was-burglarized be-:
tween noon and 2:30 p.m. on Feb. 1 A rear entry door
was forced; open, a TV, PSP and games were taken.
•A residence at 5 Fireslate Place was burglarized prior to
3:00 p.m on Feb. 5. A TV and some watdhes were taken
from inside.
•An apartment at 105 Vale Street was burglarized over¬
night Ian. 29 to Jan. 30, the door was unlocked and the
only propertfjtaken was medication.
•A residence at 5 Pipetree Lane was burglarized some¬
time between Feb. 1 anti Feb 27The only thing taken was
an envelope containing money.

•An apartment at 3 Orange Street was burglarized
between 11:00 p.m. Jan. 31 and 2:00 a.m. Feb. 1, an
EBT was stolen from the resident’s purse.
•A resident of 49 Dumont Avenue discovered a
white male, 6', slim build, with a beard or goatee
inside of his garage on Feb. 4 at 8:45 p.m. The sus¬
pect fled on foot.
•A resident of 221 Scribner Boulevard discovered a
white male wearing5 "a green" fiat inside of his apart¬
ment on Feb. 5 at 8:02 p.m., the suspect fled on foot.
• An aparttflent at 42 Walnut Street Was burglarized
prior to 1 f 30 a.m. on Feb. 2, the foor was unlocked
and iajjifey was taken from inside, j fi
•An l|jartment at 104 Knox Street had damage
done to; its locks from a suspect attempting to gain
entry. This occured during the daytime on Feb. 1.

j,

MV Burglaries
•A vehicle parked at 65 College Street was burglar¬
ized in the evening on Jan. 30, a purse was taken
from inside.
•A vehicle parked at the LHS Gym was burglarized
prior to 9:00 p.m. on Feb. 5.

Operating Under the Influence
•Lisa Hall (46) Feb. 1 at 7:41 p.m. at Pleasant Street
and Lisbon Street
•Shawn Hendricks (33) Feb. 3 at 11:46 p.m. at 345
Main Street
•Georgina Chattier (22) Feb. 4 at 1:09 a.m. at Oak
Street and Blake Street
•Allison Jordan (20) Feb. 4 at 1:24 a.m. at Bates
Street and Ash Street
•Norman Larock (58) Feb. 6 at 12:31 a.m. at Bartlett
Street and Pine Street
•Dana Brousseau (54) Feb. 6 at 1:31 a.m. at Old
Greene Road and Atwood Street

Operating After Suspension
•Brandy Bickford (21)
•David Pelletier (19)
•Leslie Scott (27)
•Charles Gannon (38)
•George Palmer (50)
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Half of EMS Calls
Alcohol Related
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

is that a piece of medical equipment,
most of which are quite expensive, will
break and that EMS will not have the
financial resources to purchase a re¬
placement. Without all the necessary
equipment, Bates EMS cannot comply
with state regulations.
As an example, McMullan pointed
to the Automated External Defibrillator
(AED). Although to his knowledge it
has only been used once, a new one
would cost around $2500. If a broken
AED could not be replaced, Bates EMS
could no longer be in service as a certi¬
fied EMS unit. So far, McMullan said,
“We’ve been lucky.”
Except for the stretcher, the High¬
lander carries all of the same equip¬
ment and supplies that a basic life-sup¬
port ambulance would carry, including
backboards, oxygen, an AED and an
OB/GYN kit for delivering babies, all of
which the EMT workers are trained to
use, McMullan explained.
Founded in 1995 by David Kingdon ’98, EMS began as both a valuable
medical service for the residential cam¬
pus and as a means for students to in¬
teract with the community. The squad
expanded from six to 40 EMTs within its
first two years, according to the organi¬
zation’s website.
The 29 EMT officials that make up

this year’s squad are organized into a hi¬
erarchy. At the top are Chief McMullan,
Deputy Chief Erin Sienkiewicz ’09 and
two captains. In addition to the tradi¬
tional club leadership positions such as
treasurer and secretary, EMS has a supply
officer and vehicle maintenance officer.
Three EMTs are on call for 24 hour
rotations whenever school is in ses¬
sion. Although all of the EMTs have
the same license, the most experi¬
enced EMT on call serves as the crew
chief. He or she drives the Highlander
and, once on the scene, directs the
response. The two other responders,
known as “the 200s” and “the 300s” based
on their respective radio signals, assist
the crew chief, McMullan explained.
For large campus-wide events such
as dances or concerts, five EMTs are
on call. EMTs are always on stand-by
at hockey and rugby games and indi¬
vidual clubs can arrange for EMTs to
be oh call at their events for a minimal
fee, according to McMullan.
Known mostly for responding to al¬
cohol related calls, EMS also responds
to medical, trauma, sports, psychologi¬
cal and behavioral issues. Since Sep¬
tember, EMS has received 79 emergen¬
cy calls, a little over half of which have
been alcohol related, said McMullan.
The numbers can be mislead¬
ing because there is some overlap
among reasons for calls. For exam¬
ple, an alcohol-induced trauma, such

as a drunken person falling down the
stairs, would count in both categories,
McMullan explained.
To become a member of Bates
EMS, students must first complete 120
classroom hours of instruction, fol¬
lowed by ride-along time with an am¬
bulance. Perspective EMTs must pass
a national written and practical skills
test. Students who earn their Maine
basic EMT certifications apply to Bates
EMS and complete a brief orientation
before assuming duty.
To increase the number of EMTs,
EMS relies on students signing up for
the course at the Activities Fair in Sep¬
tember. Starting in the fall, the course
is taught by an outside instructor on
the Bates campus and at Central Maine
Medical Center.
Students take the
exam in the late spring and are ready
to join the squad during short-term or
the following fall.
Current members also under¬
go training, usually at least once a
month. License renewal every three
years requires EMTs to have complet¬
ed 48 hours of continuing education,
so EMS frequently organizes training
sessions led by outside instructors to
supplement the EMTs’ skills and sat¬
isfy their required education hours.
The third of EMS’ four yearly Red
Cross blood drives will be held this
Tuesday in Chase Hall.

RA Member Urges Fellow Student
Government Members to Familiarize
Themselves With BCSG Constitution
Chaplain requests BCSG sponsorship of upcoming
$14,000 lecture by PostSecret.com creator.
HILLARY BOK
STAFF WRITER

At the Feb. 9 BCSG meeting, College
Chaplain Bill Blaine-Wallace requested
sponsorship from the
BCSG to host Frank
Warren, the creator of
PostSecret on March
9. PostSecret is an
anonymous website
where people send homemade post¬
card confessionals to be posted online.
Wallace requested $1,000 because War¬
ren has turned out to be more expen¬
sive than the Multifaith Chaplaincy had
anticipated.
“The Andrews Lectureship has
provided us with $6,000, but Warren
is going to cost around $14,000,” Wal¬
lace said. “We have a 900-seat venue
at Lewiston Middle School and we
opened up 200 seats to the public last
week. They sold out in a matter of
hours, so we think the event is going
to be pretty popular.”
In other news, BCSG President
Daniel Gimbel TO addressed some con¬
cerns that people had brought to his
attention prior to the meeting. Gimbel
said that he would look into the poor
lighting in Pettengill Hall and briefly
mentioned student reviews of the new
cardio equipment. He also spoke about
turning the Den into a pub - a part of
his recent campaign platform.
“According to Nelson Pray, the
Den is definitely planning on hold¬
ing more specific events similar to the
Superbowl Party it held on Superbowl
Sunday. Events could include a wine
tasting, St. Patrick’s Day, March Mad¬
ness or Cinco de Mayo,” Gimbel said.
“However, I think our efforts to make
it a permanent thing will be largely
based on turn out.”
Additionally, RA member Mike Sa¬

gan T2 voiced concerns about the re¬
cent development of a foul smell per¬
meating the entryway of Commons.
Vantiel Duncan TO, the Vice Presi¬
dent of Student Clubs, shared plans for
the addition of three new clubs. One
club is an education club, one is the
Women of Color club and the third
club is one that will provide students
a medium for expressing their thoughts
about sexuality in a safe environment.
The club will not be geared exclusively
to Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual or Trans or
Queer issues.
Food Advisory Committee member
Matt Cocciardi gave his report, which
included news about ketchup and mus¬
tard dispensers that will be installed in
Milt’s after February break. Cocciardi
also addressed complaints about the
number of vegan desserts.
“The response I received was that
vegans are people too and that is why
there is such a wide variety of vegan op¬
tions for dessert,” Cocciardi said. He also
mentioned the possibility of requesting
a slushie machine in Commons.
RA member Bill Prins ’09 voiced
his qualms about the Bates College
Student Government’s adherence to
the official Bates College Student Gov¬
ernment constitution. Prins felt that
SG members do not know the con¬
stitution as well as they should and
that this is a major issue in terms of
following protocol.
“I just think that all the members
here should have a working under¬
standing of the Student Government’s
constitution. I don’t think everyone
should know it down to the exact
words, but they should know the
rules,” Prins said. “We are the elected
officials and if the elected officials
do not know the rules, then no one
knows the rules.”

CALENDAR
Wednesday, Feb. 11
College Republicans
Meeting
8 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Pettengill 151

Bates Democrats
Meeting
8 p.m. - 9 p.m.
New Commons 221

Information Session for
Headlong Performance
Institute Semester Away
12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
New Commons 116
Headlong Performance Institute
is a fall semester dance program
located in Philadelphia. Bring your
lunch to learn more during this
hour-long information session.

Bates Investment Club
7:30 p.m. / PGtll G21

Friday, Feb. 13
Deadline to submit a proposal for a
2009-2010 theme house.
Guidelines are available at
www.bates.edu/housing

Lewiston Housing Hillview
Youth Art Exhibit
Harward Center / open all day

Student Leadership and
Effectiveness Development
Series (LEADS) Session
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
New Commons 221
The topic: how to better
market your student
organization’s events.

Bates Christian Fellowship
8:15 p.m.
Hirasawa Lounge

Latinos Unidos Meeting
6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Multicultural Center

Safe Sex —
Fact or Fiction?
7:00 p.m.
Chase Hall Lounge

Bates Students Against
Poverty Meeting
8:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Pettengill G50

Come hear the Peer Educators share
strategies you can use to protect your¬
self and your partner from sexually
transmitted infection.

Men’s Squash vs. Colby
6 p.m.
56 Plourde Parkway

Come listen to an overview of resources and effective strateI gies for finding jobs and internships.

FEBRUARY BREAK
BEGINS

Hosted by Students for Peace and Jus¬
tice in Palestine. Students, professors,
administrators, employees, and friends
of the College are all welcome.

Love Dinner hosted by the Bates Christian Fellowship
6 p.m.
Mays Center
Thai food, cookie decorating and love.

Saturday, Feb. 14
Job & Interview Search Strategies
2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Office of Career Services

Campus-wide Discussion
of the Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict
7:00 p.m.
Skelton Lounge

Men’s Basketball vs. Tufts
3:00 p.m.
Alumni Gym
Last regular season game

Women’s Hockey vs. UVM
2:15 p.m.
Underhill Arena

r
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Want to advertise an
event on this calendar?
E-mail agoldst2@bates.edu with tide,
time, place and a brief description.
Submissions are due the Sunday
prior to publication by 6 p.m.
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An Orgasmic Production

)t pates £§>tubent

JESSIE SAWYER
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

The entire cast of “The Vagina Monologues” in the introduction to the show.
ZOE ROSENTHAL

’09, Sasha Rice ’09, Elizabeth Wilcox ’09
and Tamara Wyzsanski ’09 told the dif¬
ficult tales of transgender people, while
also displaying the transition physically
in “They Beat the Girl Out of My Boy.”
Beginning the piece in sweatpants and
hooded sweatshirts, items of clothing
were slowly taken off to reveal dresses
underneath. This costuming transforma¬
tion was properly understated, thereby
augmenting the appeal and impact of
the monologue.
Perhaps the most powerful mono¬
logue in the production was performed
immediately following intermission by
Leah Cole T2, Tatum Fraites ’09, Porsha
Winters T2 and Emily Wright-Timko,
assistant to the chaplain. Setting an
ominous tone, “Say It” told the story of
kidnapped Japanese women and the tor¬
tures they endured. Suitable for such a
story, the actresses wore all black, plac¬
ing the necessary emphasis on the of¬
fenses of which they spoke.
The most “interactive” monologue
of the evening was “Reclaiming Cunt,”
performed by Katherine Bernier ’ll.'
Bernier reclaimed the word “cunt” with
an erupting liveliness that culminated
with the audience screaming along
with her in unison.
'Phis engaging display could only be
topped by Ariane Mandell ’09 in her per¬
formance of “The Woman Who Loved to
Make Vaginas Happy,” an act which is
commonly called “The Moaner.” Belting
out an epic string of moans depicting
varied stereotypical types of orgasms,
Mandell’s performance rivaled that of
Meg Ryan in the infamous “diner scene”
from “When Harry Met Sally.” Mandell
truly enveloped her character’s aura,
remaining dynamic from start to finish,
as evidenced by the broken back of the
chair she sat on to demonstrate the
Surprise Triple Orgasm Moan, Satur¬
day night.
Performed annually at Bates, pro¬
ceeds from the show are donated to a
different cause every year, chosen by
the director. This year, the Western
Maine Community Action Health Clinic
(WMCA) was selected, in part due to a
special tie to the production since cast
member Tamara Wyzanski ’09 volun¬
teers there. WMCA assists women and
men “in eliminating barriers to selfsufficiency and improving their qual¬
ity of life.”
Rather than traditional theater re¬
freshments, the Robinson Players of¬
fered four flavors of chocolate vagina
lollipops for sale in the lobby. Addi¬
tionally, they provided free Luna bars,
marketed as “the whole nutrition bar
for women,” as well as condoms,
dental dams, women’s vitamin sup¬
plements and a variety of pamphlets
on women’s health and safe sex.

STAFF WRITER

Breaking down barriers, sparking
conversation and provoking thought,
the Robinson Players put on Eve Ensler’s “The Vagina Monologues” this past
weekend in Schaeffer Theater. The pro¬
duction, directed by Elizabeth Wilcox
’09, was made up of a series of mono¬
logues derived from Ensler’s interviews
with over 200 women.
Even before the show began, its
message of female empowerment radi¬
ated through the theater as a soundtrack
filled with strategically feminine songs
set the tone of the production. Creat¬
ing an atmosphere that left the audience
brimming with comments and questions,
“The Vagina Monologues” engaged its
viewers immediately when two confused
boys, played by Kevin Chambers TO and
Thomas Wesson ’09, took the stage in a
playful introduction made up of knockknock jokes and questions such as,
“What would your vagina look like?” and
“What would your vagina wear?”
A simple set design, made up of a
plain black backdrop with six black-andwhite photographs of close-ups on vari¬
ous female body parts, was appropriate
for the varying character of each mono¬
logue. These photos of anonymous cast
members were taken by Mark Fleming, a
Portland-based photographer.
After the humorous introduction,
the audience would have been imme¬
diately absorbed into the show had the
initial monologues been more emotion¬
ally engaging. Each piece was so easily
relatable that many of the performers
had to take particularly long pauses to
allow for laughter to cease. Sprinkled
between monologues were brief “Vagi¬
na Facts,” adding an appropriate buffer
to the emphatic tales.
The costumes over the course of the
production were particularly notable
since each one was especially fitted to
emphasize the essence of the mono¬
logue being performed. In a monologue
titled “The Flood,” Amy Destefanis ’ll
and Elise Edmonson TO played two
elderly women, complete with white
wigs and unkempt stockings, sitting in
plush armchairs.
One not so obvious costuming
choice was seen in “My Angry Vagina”
performed by Diana Jurand T2. Deliv¬
ered with an appealing sense of humor,
Jurand, donning leggings and running
sneakers and appearing to have leapt
out of a triathlon in a heat of fury, spoke
of the multitude of grievances faced by
women. Jurand’s pronounced aggra¬
vation garnered loud laughs from the
audience, while her intense physicality
greatly enhanced her already superb
performance.
Hillarv Fink ’ll. Svitlana Orekhova
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Curious boy (in response to a sandwich covered in sprouts): Why’d you put hay all over
your sandwich?
Commons
That’s A Craving of Another Kind....

Boy 1: I’d like to see some scallops wrapped in bacon.
Boy 2: I’d like to see anything wrapped in bacon.
Boy 3: . ..I’d like to see Anna Koumikova wrapped in bacon.
Outside Commons
It’s Always Good to Have A Friend’s Blessing in A Relationship....

Girl to her friend: That’s fine. Do him, I don’t care.
Alumni Walk
Honesty Is The Best Policy?....

Boy to Girl (after waiting to hold the door for another girl): Alright. (Claps) Let’s go hook up
now.
JB Basement Hallway
Have you heard anything you shouldn’t have? Let us know! Send your overheards to
overheardatbates@gmail. com.

Although February Break begins on Feb. 13, Valen&'aeS
Day is still a holiday on many people’s minds.
Milt’s is decked out in hearts and red and pink decor. The
Vagina Monologues have come and gone. The Ronj held a
Valentine’s Day event, offering speed dating. The Bates Col¬
lege Book Store is offering Valentine’s Day card-making this
week. Couples are thinking about their V-day plans, some are
relation¬
searching for their Valentine, those in unofficial
hooking
ships are trying to decide whether or not
and some
up with a person mandates a gift
The bomare avoiding the holiday altogether,
ads and the
bardment of “Every Kiss Begins with Kay
stocking of heart-shaped boxes of chocolates in stores make
one wonder if Valentine’s Day is consuming our minds more
than it should.
Couples will go all-out to make dinner plans at fancy res¬
taurants and buy each other the perfect gift, or maybe they will
stay in and watch a romantic movie. If you’re in a relationship,
there seems to be some unwritten rule that something needs to
be done for Valentine’s Day. It’s a very nice notion to do some¬
thing special with the one you love every year, but it shouldn’t
become an obligation. You should do it because you want
to do so. So, if your partner forgets to do something for the
holiday one year, cut them some slack, there will hopefully be
many more to come. Love isn’t about what he or she gives
you, it is about being together, and that on its own is cause for
celebration any day.
I’ve heard
neare. . . . guys bash Valentine’s Day because
it’s too geared toward the ladies. The
they say
olates,the jewelry, the stuffed animals, et
chocThis is largely due to how advertising
cetera.
Ifioose to market the holiday. I’ve also
companes
heard some guys say that they’ll start celebrating Valentine’s
Day when they get Steak and a Blow Job Day. For those guys,
Valentine’s Day, and any day for that matter, could very well
be Steak and a Blow Job Day if you play your cards right.
Actually naming a Steak and a Blow Job Day
would have flaws. What about all those vegetar¬
ian and vegan guys out there? And Steak and a '
Blow Job Day would suck for the cow and bull
couple. Then, if some guys got their steaks and blow
jobs, where would it stop? Next there would be Flat-Screen
Television Day and Sports Car Day, gifts becoming more and
more expensive, increasing the demand for such products and
jacking up the prices, putting us back into the Great Depres¬

sion to the point where all we’d want to do is sit on the
couch with our significant others and spend time together.
This is obviously an exaggeration, but on second thought,
maybe just spending time with one’s significant other on
Valentine’s Day without all the gifts and big plans wouldn’t
be such a bad thing.
While critics have a point that Valentine’s Day should be as
much about guys as it is about girls, there’s nothing dictating
that Valentine’s Day has to be what commercials make it. It
doesn’t have to be chocolates and jewelry. In fact, it doesn’t
have to be about gifts at all.
There are many who have a real anxiety about Valentine’s
Day because it in a sense can test the legitimacy of a relation¬
ship. Maybe you like someone, but you’ve never told them.
Is Valentine’s Day the day? Or, maybe you’re in an unof¬
ficial, non-exclusive relationship with someone. Do you buy
him or her a gift? Will that person think
of it if you do or don't? Do you even
enough money to buy a gift? Or, mayyou’re single. Is there something wrong
you for not having a Valentine?
What you do on Valentine’s Day should be no differ¬
ent than what you do on any other day. While I have no
problem with the holiday and think it’s healthy to celebrate
a romance, there’s no need to feel pressured. If you feel
like buying a gift for your significant other, boyfriend or girl¬
friend, consistent hookup or crush, go for it. If you want to
ask your emsh out because you’ve wanted to do so for a
long time, do it. Whatever you do, don’t do something just
because it’s Valentine’s Day.
enjoy the holiday,
There are many who
Singleness is not
whether single or not.
to be afraid. It is as
some mutant state of which
it is to celebrate a relahealthy to celebrate yourself as
tionship - though, not in a narcissistic way. Valentine’s Day is
even often referred to as Singles Awareness Day. You should
appreciate who you are, and if it means buying yourself a box
of chocolates, well, why not?
Valentine’s Day, in truth, has many forms that one does not
see in a Kay’s or Whitman’s Sampler ad. There were the doily¬
making days and the trips to CVS to buy cards and candy for our
elementary school classmates and teachers. At home, Valentine’s
Day can even be a way to celebrate family. There can be gifts
or no gifts, chocolate or steak and blow jobs or - well, I’ll leave
it at that.
In any case, celebrate Valentine’s Day over break, in any way
that keeps it positive. Saint Valentine after all represented love,
not misery.

The Student Reveals
Its Oscars Picks
TOM REPKO
MOVIE CRITIC

The date for the 81st Academy
Awards has been set: Sunday, Feb. 22., 8
p.m. Eastern Time. I urge everyone to sit
down and enjoy the Oscars this year for
two important reasons.
First off, the Academy is revamping
the show with new producers Bill Con¬
don and Laurence Mark - the director
and producer, respectively, of the 2006
hit “Dreamgirls”- who have kept every¬
thing relatively secret, including the pre¬
senters and performances. They have
only revealed the host as Hugh Jackman,
who will undoubtedly set a different tone
than John Stewart did last year. Although
I enjoyed the light-hearted and humor¬
ous performance that Stewart provided,
Jackman will restore the serious yet el¬
egant tone of the Academy Awards.
The second reason for my excite¬
ment is the spread of nominees in nearly
every category. For Hollywood, 2009 has
been a year of surprises like “Slumdog
Millionaire,” Robert Downey Jr. in “Tropic
Thunder” and other outstanding perfor¬
mances in “The Curious Case of Benja¬
min Button” and “Doubt.” Overall, “The
Curious Case of Benjamin Button” leads
the 2009 Academy Awards with 13 nomi¬
nations. “Slumdog Millionaire” received
10 nominations while “Milk” and “The
Dark Knight” received eight, mostly in
technical categories.
The Best Picture category includes
some of the best movies in recent his¬
tory; however, despite the plethora of
incredible performances in other films, I
believe “The Curious Case of Benjamin
Button,” based on the short story by F.
Scott Fitzgerald, will undoubtedly win
Best Picture. This year’s Best Picture cat¬
egory is eerily similar to the 1994 Oscars
when “Forrest Gump” beat out classic
movies such as “Pulp Fiction” and “The

Shawshank Redemption.” For¬
rest Gump’s extraordinary
journey through a rapidly
changing America mirrors Benja¬
min Button’s unusual life amid a
constantly shifting world,
making “The Curious
Case of Benjamin Button”
the front runner for its social
commentary and subtle reflec¬
tion on American culture.
Even though Brad
Pitt gives a stunning per¬
formance in “The Curious
Case of Benjamin Button,” the
award for Best Actor should
go to Mickey Rourke for his
role in “The Wrestler,” a sto¬
ry of redemption and
courage
highlighted
by Rourke’s dramatic
portrayal of a burnt out
professional wrestler.
The Oscar for Best
Actress will likely go to
Meryl Streep for her perfor¬
mance in “Doubt” because
she portrayed the character
perfectly and this perfor¬
mance may be the best of
her career.
The winner for Best Supporting
Actor is undoubtedly the most chal¬
lenging to predict. I am in favor of
Robert Downey Jr. for his role in
‘Tropic Thunder.” I also want to see
Heath Ledger win the posthumous
Oscar for his unforgettable portrayal of
The Joker in “The Dark Knight.” How¬
ever, Philip Seymour Hoffman is another
strong possibility since his exceptional
performance in “Doubt” complimented
the work of co-actress Streep and may
win him the Oscar. Regardless of the
outcome, I applaud the Academy for
opening its eyes and nominating Robert
Downey Jr. for his incredible acting de¬
spite the absurdity, vulgarity and lack of
morality in ‘Tropic Thunder.”

Making a movie based on a short sto
ry by F. Scott Fitzgerald is hard enough
but David Fincher, the director of “The
Curious Case of Benjamin Button,” de¬
serves the recognition for making a near
ly flawless film. As you can see, the 81s
Academy Awards is a must-see event.
So, after a hopefully relaxing anc
necessary February break, sit down
make yourself comfortable and watch al
your favorite stars receive the recognitior
they rightfully deserve.

The Acoustics of Syd on Deck for the Village Club Series
CHARLIE THAXTON
STAFF WRITER

The Village Club Series’ next install¬
ment is Syd, a solo-acoustic act from
Vermont by way of Brooklyn, N.Y. Syd
will play at the Benjamin Mays Center
Thursday, Feb. 12.
Normally accompanied by a band,
Syd will play an acoustic set, recalling

favorites like Jack Johnson and John
Mayer with some pop/punk undertones
we all enjoy (The Get Up Kids, Saves the
Day, et al.). Syd is touring in support of
his latest album, “The Way We Found It,”
which was recorded in a barn in his na¬
tive Vermont.
Syd seems to be an artist in transition,
walking the line between the college
rock vein and a more personal vision.

The music has the appeal and accessibil¬
ity of someone like John Mayer but the
fun-loving spirit of more indulgent pop
influences. He has opened for an interest¬
ing array of groups in the past including
Cake, The Zombies and Hanson.
Interested students can hear his
songs on myspace.com/syd or attend
this week’s Village Club Series, free
as always, Thursday at 9 p.m.
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Documenting the Somali Diaspora
KELLY COX
STAFF WRITER

The Bates College Museum of Art
is currently hosting “Somalia Diaspo¬
ra,” a collection of photographs by
Abdi Roble documenting- one of the
largest mass movements of people in
recent history. The photographs cap¬
ture Somalis in camps in Dadaab, Ke¬
nya, 50 miles from the country’s bor¬
der, and refugees in various parts of
the U.S. Roble relayed that his “mission
is to create an archive, educate hosting
communities, and create awareness
with these pictures.”
The Somali refugees fled their home
country due to a civil war that started
in objection to the dictatorial regime
of President Mohamed Siad Barre. Al¬
though Barre was overthrown in 1991,
the diaspora continues. Roble, along
with writer Doug Rutledge and project
manager Tariq Tarey, embarked on this
project in 2003 in hopes of giving the
Somali people a record of this diaspora
and forefronting the need for justice.
Roble’s photographs capture the
ethos of the diaspora from the intimate
perspectives of one particular family’s
adjustment to life in America. He por¬
trays a farmer filling out a job applica¬
tion, his wife having an ultrasound and
a group of children watching “Dirty
Harry.” Roble presents the refugees in
their new homes with bare rooms as
they arrive in their new lives with up to
$5,000 in debt. This seemingly colossal
sum is difficult to pay back for refugees
with sparse English skills in a foreign

culture and sqcial structure.
Abdi Roble, born in Mogadishu,
Somalia, wishes to use his talents as a
photographer to attract attention to the
fate of Somalis. First an international
soccer star, Roble moved to the U.S.
in 1989 and discovered his passion for
photography; he has since been using
it as a service to his people. Roble won
the Individual Artist Award from both
the Greater Columbus Arts Council
and the Ohio Arts Council. He is also
the 2006 recipient of the Arts Freedom
Award in 2006 by South Side Settlement
House, an organization in Columbus,
Ohio dedicated to building a commu¬
nity of culture with interest in econom¬
ic and social justice. Roble’s work has
been shown in Cuba, Japan, Uruguay
and Germany.
Roble gives lectures and educational
presentations to advance the message
relayed through the Somalia Diaspora
exhibit.
Roble commented on his choice of
black and white photographs, “I did it
for tradition and with the intent to have
the work be timeless.”
Anthony Shostak, the educational
curator at Bates, remarked, “Abdi’s work
continues in a tradition of photogra¬
phers that include people like Lewis
Hine and Berenice Abbot.”
According to Shostak, Hine is an
American photographer who used the
camera as a tool for research and social
reform, and Abbot is another American
photographer whose work was a dis¬
play of the rise in development of tech¬
nology and society.
Most refugees here in Lewiston are

in secondary migration, having already
left unappealing original settlement
areas. Maine has one of the nation’s
most generous welfare programs. The
support system for Somali refugees
comes from the assistance of various
organizations such as Catholic Chari¬
ties of Maine.
Shostak noted, “This is an impor¬
tant exhibition to have here [at Bates]
because of how our community is
being shaped by our newcomers.
It educates people why [the Somali
refugees] are here. Americans can re¬

late to this diaspora as this country
is enriched with emigrants who came
here because of issues like Russia’s
breakup [of the Soviet Union] and the
Irish famine.”
The Somalia Diaspora exhibit
was organized by the Columbus
Museum of Art and Arts Midwest
in partnership with Ohio Art Coun¬
cil. The exhibit will be in the Bates
College Museum of Art until May
29, 2009. To find out more infor¬
mation or to donate to Somali refu¬
gees visit SomaliProject.org.

LOUISA DEMMITT/THE BATES STUDENT

The Bates College Museum currently houses the “Somali Diaspora,” a collection of
photographs by Abdi Roble documenting the experiences of Somali refugees.

Fast Breaks, A Respectable Place to Dine and Watch the Game
LAURA BAUGHMAN
RESTAURANT CRITIC

There’s a bevy of neighborhood
bars in the Lewiston/Auburn area, but
not all of them inspire any desire to ac¬
tually order food. Fast Breaks, located
on Lisbon Street in Lewiston, is one of
the few that is both a fun place to watch
a game with a frosty brew in hand and
a perfectly respectable spot to order a
tasty dinner.
The atmosphere at Fast Breaks has
all the positive attributes of a bar, with¬
out any of the seediness. The place is
well-lit and clean and boasts an arcade
area with numerous large-screens dis¬
playing various sports games. The party
atmosphere is completed by a non-stop
soundtrack of various musical genres.
Fast Breaks’ menu is extensive, so
choosing just one appetizer was dif¬
ficult, but my table’s choice of home¬
made potato chips was a winner. The

BBC Drama
SARAH DUNN
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR
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This Wednesday and Thursday, Maine
rivals will share the stage at the ColbyBates-Bowdoin Festival, showcasing one
thing Colby, Bates and Bowdoin undoubt¬
edly have in common: a passion for dra¬
matics. The three colleges will perform a
series of one-acts, flaunting their thriving
theatrical talent.
The event, which rotates its loca¬
tion each year, will take place at Colby.
Since one-act performances require rapid
transitions and constantly changing back¬
drops, one can expect a small stage with
minimal set and lighting accoutrements.
The bare nature of the stage allows for
a very casual atmosphere, and facilitates
travel for non-Colby performers.
The festival has no restrictions regard¬
ing duration or cast size; however, as a
festival of one-acts, each performance is
expected to last no more than 45 minutes.
The festival features some student-written
works, most of which will be presented
by Colby and Bowdoin due to a paucity
of Bates student submissions.
Kolby Hume ’09, president of the
Robinson Players, is organizing the Bates
portion of the event, along with student
directors Matt Paul ’09, Michelle Schloss
T2 and Charles G. Niquette ’12. Actors
Jen Lindelof T2 and Daniel LaFontaine
’ll will perform a piece entitled “The
Red Coat.” “The Philadelphia” will be per¬
formed by Rory Cosgrove ’ll, Thomas
Wesson ’09 and Caitlyn DeFiore T2. “A
Singular Kinda Guy” will be performed
by Wesson and DeFiore, and Niquette’s
piece will be performed by Hallie Herz
’ll and Brendan Small TO.
The festival provides a wonderful op¬
portunity for Bates to showcase its welldeveloped and quite supportive theater
department, particularly since schools like
Bowdoin do not offer a theater major.
“It’s been pretty clear in the past that
the support of our department, even for
Rob Players projects, makes us stand out.
Ultimately, it’s a really fun way to put our
work out there and get people involved,”
said Hume.
The performance starts at 7:30 p.m.
and promises to be worth the trip to Waterville, so be sure to check out this rare
convergence of collegiate theatrics.

crisps arrived piping hot and sprinkled
with barbeque seasoning. Slightly thick¬
er than store-bought chips, they were
hearty and had a distinct potato flavor
that is hard to find in name-brand chips.
Another selection, French onion soup,
didn’t quite match the deliciousness of
the chips; although still enjoyable, the
soup contained an overwhelmingly
large crouton that was disproportional
to the amount of soup and cheese in
the dish.
The entree selection was vast, with
tempting dishes like turkey pot pie and
the Fast Breaks burger, a creation that
is double braised with smoky BBQ
sauce and then topped with moz¬
zarella and Swiss cheeses, as well as
sauteed onions. I chose a special of
the night, baked ziti, a hefty portion of
tender pasta, hot Italian sausage and a
thick layer of cheese - not exactly fine
dining, but definitely delicious com¬
fort food. The chicken parmesan sub
was another fine example of comfort

food, with crispy fried chicken nestled
in a bun, ample cheese and a slight¬
ly sweet marinara sauce. The bacon
cheeseburger at Fast Breaks is incred¬
ibly decadent - a large portion of per¬
fectly cooked, juicy beef crowned with
strips of greasy bacon and a buttery
bun paired with a mountain of handcut French fries.
Roaring Review: 3.5 out of 5 Bobcats!
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Perhaps the most surprising part
of my visit to Fast Breaks was the
restaurant’s beautifully fresh and deli¬
cious salads. Ordering anything green
at an eatery known for greasy burgers
and fries is always a risk, so when the
large Greek salad arrived at the table,
my fellow diners and I breathed a col¬
lective sigh of relief. Healthy-looking

Passion Pit,
The Most Epic
Valentine
ELIZABETH ROWLEY
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Passion Pit is the audio equivalent
of love at first sight. The Boston-based
group’s sound is nothing short of stun¬
ning and they perform with spectacu¬
lar enthusiasm. Passion Pit played in
their hometown of Cambridge, Mass,
at the Middle East Nightclub last Fri¬
day at 9:00 p.m.
“Sleepyhead,” arguably the group’s
best song, feels like waking up next
to Aphrodite. The track is lovely, but
somehow melancholic, reflecting the
duality of emotion to thrill and inspire
vulnerability. Play “Sleepyhead” and
nothing else exists.
Passion Pit is lead man Michael Angelokos, joined by Ian Hultquist, Ayad
al Adhamy, Jeff Apruzzese and Nate
Donmoye. The group has received an
impressive amount of hype consider¬
ing they have yet to release their LP,
expected sometime this year.
The story behind the EP “Chunk
of Change” is surprisingly relevant
to this time of year. As the story
goes, Angelokos put the album to¬
gether as a Valentine’s gift for his
girlfriend when they were students
at Emerson College in Boston. An¬
gelokos never intended to sell the
album or send it . to labels, but
shared it with friends and family.
Before long, tracks leaked around
the campus, creating a ripple ef¬
fect that resulted in indie imprint
Frenchkiss asking to license the
demo.
Since then, Passion Pit’s unex¬

pected success has become increas¬
ingly evident. The group played
a sold-out show on Friday at the
Downstairs Stage at the Middle East
Nightclub, an oasis of artistic expres¬
sion situated in the heart of Cam¬
bridge. The Middle East is equipped
with three separate stages, full bars
and three restaurants. Local and in¬
ternational artists also showcase
their works in several rooms desig¬
nated as gallery space.
Descending the stairs into the ven¬
ue is like arriving at an underground
surround sound cave rave. The stage is
at the far side of the long dark room,
separated by a spacious dance floor.
The group played a short set due
to their limited repertoire. Lead man
Angelokos stood up front in a brilliant¬
ly bright yellow plaid flannel. For a
man with the capacity to create music
that is wildly romantic, Angelokos was
surprisingly goofy. His awkwardness,
however, was somehow endearing,
and Angelokos played and sang with
a kind of zeal that did his work justice
in a live setting.
Paper Route, an indie band from
Nashville, Tenn., was the well-re¬
ceived opener for Passion Pit. Paper
Route is composed of Chad Howat,
JT Daly, Andy Smith, Kate York, Mike
Daly and Claire Indie, and the group
released their first self-titled album in
August 2006.
Look out for Passion Pit’s LP re¬
lease date; the EP is proof it’s worth
the anticipation. “Chunk of Change”
will convert non-believers, so, this
year, celebrate Valentine’s Day the
Passion Pit way.

greens were topped with a generous
amount of feta and high-quality kalamata olives. The garden salad was
similarly fresh and delicious and
made even yummier with strips of
char-grilled chicken.
Fast Breaks only had two choices
for dessert when I visited: chocolate
lava cake and a brownie sundae. The
brownie sundae trumped the lava cake
in this match-up; the sundae’s warm,
moist brownie was covered in slightly
grainy vanilla ice cream, the faults of
which were well-disguised by an ample
dousing of hot fudge. The lava cake was
passable but should have been far more
flavorful for an item that is on nearly
every restaurant’s menu.
Fast Breaks is a great restaurant with
a fun bar-like atmosphere. Anyone who
is a fan of grabbing a meal and watch¬
ing a game at Gipper’s should check
out Fast Breaks - a restaurant and bar
that has the potential to become a new
Bates favorite.

Hearing
Strange Voices
JESSIE SAWYER
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Normally, sitting in the dark at
night and hearing strange voices would
cause you some level of concern, un¬
less, of course, you’re listening to the
Strange Bedfellows.
Last Thursday, the Strange Bedfel¬
lows performed long-form comedy in
the cozy, intimate setting of the Ronj.
As students sipped tea, chai or hot
chocolate, the Bedfellows made their
entrance, filing through the packed
crowd in an array of costumes, includ¬
ing hockey helmets, tight children’s
clothing, bathrobes and a Pink Lady’s
jacket from “Grease.”
The only downside to the Bedfel¬
low’s show was that it was all done with
the lights off, so the audience could
not see these unconventional costume
choices for more than a moment. How¬
ever, a few minutes into the long form
comedy sketch, it was evident that a
show in the dark was quite effective.
Without being able to see the act¬
ing, the audience was forced to concen¬
trate on the voices and to find the com¬
edy merely in the spoken word. The
Bedfellows were challenged to produce
different voices and accents that add¬
ed intrigue and dynamics to a comedy
show without visuals. The audience
was introduced to different characters
of all different backgrounds - Jewish
people, Aussie hoboes who live in a
bookstore and decide to start a cooking
show after spending extensive time in
the cooking section, southerners ration¬
ing out drawer space, a German for¬
eign exchange student who thinks that
the adage “she is old enough to be my
mother” is a dating suggestion, and a
“special” girl who frequently visits her
neighbors naked.
Long-form comedy consists of one
ongoing act that undergoes a sponta¬
neous transformation of scenes that
connect and disconnect from one an¬
other. The long-form act started with
the theme of a Bat Mitzvah and trans¬
ported the audience through differ¬
ent scenarios, ending in a wedding/
Bat Mitzvah. In addition to the range
of voices the Bedfellows were able
to generate, they employed games
in the long form, referencing earlier
moments in the sketch as a form of
inside joke with the audience.
The Bedfellows miss three of
their members - juniors Zack Bain,
Emma Sprague and Lily Sullivan who are currently abroad, however,
with their wide breadth of charac¬
ters, they are certainly not lacking in
variety.

Lattanzi to
Appear on
“CSI: Miami”
JESSIE SAWYER
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Czech and French writer Milan Kundera once said, “There are no small parts.
Only small actors.” Stephen Lattanzi ’08
lias exemplified this mantra, landing two
minor roles in CBS hit crime drama “CSI:
Miami,” which airs Mondays at 10 p.m.
Eastern Time,
lattanzi is scheduled to appear in a
minor role in next Monday’s epistxle of
“CSI: Miami” as a U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcer opposite one of the
show’s lead actors Adam Rodriguez, who
plays Erik Delko.
When Lattanzi learned he was going
to be on the show, he was excited. Lat¬
tanzi said he might appear for a blink of
the eye, but he doesn’t find any part to be
too small. He saw the job as a wonderful
opportunity.
“I have no real delusions of where I
am at in my career so regardless of how
big or small the role was it wasn't an op¬
portunity 1 was going to pass up,” Lattanzi
said in an e-mail.
Lattanzi’s appearance in “CSI: Miami" is
his first airing television acting role.
“'The experience overall was a won¬
derful learning opportunity. Getting to see
first hand all of the different facets of pro¬
duction and the overwhelming amount of
work and attention to detail that [go] into
producing a television show,” Lattanzi said
in an email. “The pace of the TV industry
is really something to behold. On set they
work so quickly and efficiently for some¬
one who is new to the field it can be a lot
to take in.”
Upon graduating from Bates, Lattanzi
studied at the Stella Adler Studio of Acting
in New York City. Lattanzi also received an
acting fellowship will) the Dell Arte The¬
ater Company in northern California after
making it to the Kennedy Center American
College Theater Festival National Finals.
Now living in Los Angeles, Calif, Lat¬
tanzi was cast in a comic theater produc¬
tion of Jane McLure’s “Lonestar,” according
to stephenlattanzi.com, playing a quirky
storeowner named Cletis T. Fullenroy. Fie
is currently working on a couple of other
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Stephen Lattanzi ’08 is beginning to
make his way in the television and
movie world out in Los Angeles.

projects in film and television, and is hop¬
ing to book a role in feature film scheduled
to start shooting in March. Lattanzi has also
just accepted an offer to play Angelo in
a production of “Measure for Measure,” a
play which he acted in at Bates.
“I was a little hesitant at first to reprise a
role but when I heard the director’s idea for
the character and her concept for the play
1 was a little more open to the idea,” Lat¬
tanzi said in an email. “I am still a little wary
about things in the early going because I
don’t think you can really top what Marty
[Andmcki] was able to accomplish with
’Measure For Measure’ and the strength of
the cast and crew we had at Bates really
made that production an incredible experi¬
ence for me but I am doing my Irest to
keep an open mind.”
Though he has only begun his pro¬
fessional acting career, lattanzi had a lot
of experience in theater at Bates, where
he performed in eight major produc¬
tions; according to http://www.bates.edu/
xl74299.xml, including “Five Cups of Cof¬
fee,” “Popcorn,” ‘“The 'Three Sisters,” “This
is Our Youth,” ‘The Contrast,” “A Lie of
the Mind” and “Taming of the Shrew.” He
also co-directed “'The Rocky Horror Pic¬
ture Show" at Bates with classmate Taimur
Khan in 2007.
Lattanzi may be a little fish in a big
pond as he tests the waters of Hollywood,
but after booking his first television role in
his first year out of college, it seems that he
might make it in the acting world.
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Cawmedy Central
Dear Reader,
Some time in October, Bates student and loyal Party Animals fan Zach Oen submined the
following “script” for a comic strip:

Kelly Cox

Today, after countless hours of grueling labor, an adaptation of this script has been completed,
allowing the rest of us to enjoy the artistic vision of one of Bates’ most unique young voices.
With that in mind, please enjoy the following very special episode of Party Animals, written
by Zach Oren:

Nathan Place
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For the Love of the Game Crossword Answers
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Markjet & Eatery

120 SPRING STREET. AUBURN

|

783-8900

COUPON-CUP & IKE
FREE PEPPERONI TOPPING I
ON ANY PIZZA, ANY SIZE.
,
COUPON EXPIRES 02/28/2009. MUST BE MENTIONED
WHEN ORDERING AND RETURNED TO DRIVER.
LIMIT ONE COUPON PER PIZZA ORDERED. MULTIPLE
COUPONS ACCEPTED AT EACH DELIVERY ADDRESS.

f

-1
DELIVERING 10AM TO 9PM
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
DELIVERY FEE NO MINIMUM

WE OFFER 10”, 14", 16" & 20” PIZZA
MANY STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM

VWWV.ZAPIZZAMARKET.COM

'The Pop Shoppe
I

413 Main Street, Lewiston 777-SHOP

■ Tuesday - Sunday 7am-2pm (Breakfast only Sat. & Sun.)
SHOWYOUR BATES ID AND
.
,
|
RECIEVE 1096 DISCOUNT !
M

■THE BAKE SHOP IS NOW OPEN!
I
I
I
k
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IfCcltS |

iring
tegular Pop Shoppe
HoursandThurs-Sat
Until 5pm!

I
I
■
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Men’s Track Third
KATIE BASH
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Three was the men’s track team’s
lucky number at this weekend’s Maine
Intercollegiate Indoor Track and Field
Championships, as the Bobcats took
first place in three events and finished
third overall. The Championships were
held at home on the new Mondo track
surface in Merrill Gymnasium, which
added much to the excitement of this
night meet.
Bates scored 132.5 points, putting
them behind both Bowdoin (208.5)
and USM (162), but well ahead of
Colby (18).
Sophomore Tom Esponnette turned
in another first-place finish in the mile
with a time of 4:20.74. This is the third
time Esponnette has won the mile this
season. This weekend’s time was his
fastest yet.
Junior Doug Brecher had to fight his
way through a deep field of 21 athletes
to win the 5,000m run, which he did in
a time of 15:31.50.
Junior Mark Liu continues to see
his hard work pay off, as he won the
weight throw with a heave of 51’5.5”.
Other top performances of the night
included a second-place finish from
first-year Mike Jiang in the 55m dash
(6.69 seconds). Jiang also took fifth in
the 200m dash with a time of 23.63 sec¬
onds. Also in the sprints, sophomore
Brett Epler finished fourth in the 55m
hurdles in 8.35 seconds.
In the mid-distance events, first-

year Peter Corcoran took third in the
600m run with a time of 1:26.48. In
the 800m run, senior Co-Captain Mike
Watson and first-year Troy Calandra
proved once again that perhaps they
work best when they compete togeth¬
er: they finished third and fourth with
respective times of 2:00.54 and 2:00.74.
Watson and Calandra were just tenths
of a second off from second- and thirdplace finishes.
In the 1,000m run, senior Co-Captain CJ Murray bounced back from
an injury and turned in a solid thirdplace performance, crossing the finish
line in 2:35.04. Sophomore Devin Dilts
finished just behind Brecher in the 5k
with a time of 15:33.53.
In the field events, senior Co-Captain Jerome Bennett came in third in
the high jump with a top height of
6’1.25” and second in the pole vault,
clearing the bar at 14’2.75”. First-year
Sam Goldstein finished just behind
Bennett in the vault with a top height
of 13’9”. In the long jump, first-year
Candido Bousquet came in second
with a top leap of 21’.
“I thought we did a really good job
competing, especially with some guys
out due to injury,” said Watson. “Over¬
all we thought we would finish third,
but I didn’t think it would be as close
as it was.”
Next weekend, the team will split
up as some of the men go to Boston
University’s Valentine’s Invitational to
compete and the rest make their way
to MIT for their annual Invitational.

Men’s Alpine Seventh at UVA
JORIE OHLSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Saturday, the men’s alpine team
competed in the slalom event at the UVM
Carnival in Stowe, VT. Sophomores Ben
Manter and Ross Brockman placed 14th
and 15th respectively with only .14 sec¬
onds between them. The next finisher
was Bump Heldman T2 - one of the
team’s top scorers this season.
The other three men on the team
fell short of expectations. Two did not
finish and one missed a gate and had to
hike both runs. Despite these blunders,
the men finished fifth as a team, ahead
of both Middlebury College and rival
Colby College.
Friday’s giant slalom did not bode
as well for the Bobcats since their first
finisher was Heldman in the 21st posi¬
tion. Behind him was another first-year,
Alex Jones, in 25th, followed by Man¬

ter in 35th. The men placed seventh as
a team, falling below where they had
hoped to be.
This middling performance could
be due to the change in race trail that
UVM made this year. In the past, the
race has been held on one of the most
challenging hills in the circuit, but this
season the race was moved to a less de¬
manding venue.
For a team composed entirely of
first-years and sophomores, the men
are producing impressive results. When
asked to comment on the future of this
young team, Coach Rogan Connell said
that he is not thinking about the future
that much, but instead is concentrated
on the season at hand.
“Right now the only thing we are
focused on is getting guys qualified for
NCAAs,” said Connell. In March, Bates
will host the Division I NCAA National
Championships.

Swimmers Break Records
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

This weekend’s final home meet
saw Bates’ women break a total of four
Tarbell Pool records and three school
records. The men beat Connecticut
College, 172-88. The women defeated
Wellesley, 158.5-126.5, but lost to Conn.,
168-112.

Sophomore Charlotte Green broke
her own records in the 50- and 100-yard
freestyle events. Her swift 24.26-second
time in the 50 free automatically qualifies
her to compete in the NCAA Division III
Championships.
Green tallied her third record of the
day when she teamed up with junior
Co-Captain Katelyn Drake and first-years
Abigail Hanson and Emily Tato in the
400 medley relay, setting a new pool best
of 4:04.24. Drake’s leadoff backstroke leg
was clocked in at 57.68 - another pool
record time - putting her up for consid¬
eration for the Championships.
The final record time was set in yet
another Green-clad event. Green swam
alongside teammates Sarah Reingold TO,
Tato and Drake in the 200 freestyle relay,
setting the new Tarbell Pool time-to-beat
at 1:40.03.
For the divers, Kelsey Lamdin came

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

“I felt like I wasn’t in the shape I
wanted to be in coming into the first
semester of college,” wrote Nordic re¬
cruit Brodie O’Brien ’09 in an e-mail.
“I was realizing how much I liked the
freedom that came with no athletic
commitment. I wanted to session the
gnar, the deep, the nickel that the lord
provideth. Skiing on a Nordic team
gets in the way of that.”
“Running for an entire year, save for
periods when I was injured, made my
life radically different from my friends
who were seasonal athletes or didn’t
play sports at all,” wrote cross country
runner Lily Hanstein ’09 in an e-mail.
“I think a large part of my discom¬
fort up until tryouts freshman year was
my constant comparison of my experi¬
ence at Bates to my time playing back
home, [where] I played on a great team
coached by an awesome woman with
all my friends for a solid seven years,”
wrote lacrosse recruit Hannah Davis ’09
in an e-mail.
The obvious, nerve-wracking fol¬
low-up question to these responses is
“What about Bates made you quit?” As
Batesies, our first assumption is always
that Bates is doing something wrong.
This jaded, self-depreciating attitude is
unattractive for certain, but in this cir¬
cumstance, is it perhaps accurate? Does
Bates foster a quitting culture? Is this a
place where motivated kids go to curl
up and die?
Thankfully it appears that quitting
happens throughout the NESCAC and
probably throughout all of Division III.
“The concept of Division III athlet¬
ics is a pretty tough sell,” said Hanstein.
“[They] make it hard to rationalize stay¬
ing on a team when you’ve lost the en¬
thusiasm for it.”
“I have come to believe that ath¬
lete dropouts are relatively prevalent at
Division III liberal arts schools,” wrote
volleyball and women’s lacrosse coach
Brett Allen in an e-mail. “It is my be¬
lief that as students are exposed to new
and different opportunities on a liberal
arts campus many [who] decide to stop
playing instead choose to pursue...oth¬
er opportunities rather than the last two
or three years of their athletic career.”
“I actually don’t think we have more
of a problem with retention versus our
peer institutions,” wrote women’s cross
country and track and field coach Jenni¬
fer Hartshorn in an e-mail. “I previously
worked at Colby and found the num¬
bers of student athletes who don’t com¬

in second place with a score of 281.01
in the lm event, making her eligible for
NCAA consideration. Annaliese Rudis TO,
despite recent back pain, scored 244.42
in the lm, just missing the cut for NCAA
qualification.
On the men’s side, first-year Dan
Aupi took home a win in the individual
200 medley with a time of 2:04.33.
Head Coach Peter Casares expressed

his pride in his team. “Both the men and
women can be proud [that] they finished
off the season strong with a solid show¬
ing before the NESCAC Championships,”
he said. “I had a lot of fun at the pool to¬
day watching the program both improve
and gain confidence.”
The team will head to Bowdoin next
weekend to compete in the NESCAC
Championships.

Women’s Basketball Goes 2-1 in Conference
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The lady Bobcats earned a pivotal
conference win against the Trinity College
Bantams this Saturday, bringing the team
to a 5-3 record in the NESCAC and put¬
ting them in position to claim the fourth
seed in the upcoming championship fi¬
nals. Bates outscored the Bantams 68-54
- a lead that was held in large part by the
team’s promising squad of first-year play¬
ers. The previous evening the team fell to
Amherst 63-46.

Bates took the first lead of the game
against Trinity with two three-point shots
from sophomore Maggie DePoy, securing
a 35-30 advantage at the half. Trinity came
out hot after the break, taking the lead with
an 8-2 run. The Bobcats soon answered
back with an 11-point run of their own.
First-years Kelsey Flaherty and Kristen Finn
combined for 7 points in the final minutes
of the game to ensure the Garnet victory.
Beckwith led her team with 12 points,
10 rebounds and 4 assists, totaling an im¬
pressive 27 points for the weekend Fla¬
herty had 7 points, 5 rebounds, 4 assists

and 3 steals. First-year Annie Bums tallied
10 points and 6 assists.
Friday night’s game against Amherst
saw a less fortunate fate. Despite their
best efforts, the Bobcats were unable to
get within five points of their NESCAC ri¬
vals. The team trailed 33-18 at the half.
Amherst stands at 6-1 in conference play
this year, losing only one game out of 21
this season.
The lady hoopsters will ring in Valen¬
tine’s Day 2009 at Tufts University,where
the team will play in their final regular
season game.

Women’s Hockey 5-0-1 in Last Six
PAUL LOMBARDI
STAFF WRITER

The women’s hockey team went
2-0 over the weekend, beating MIT
and Mount Holyoke College to im¬
prove to 6-3-2 on the season. With the
victories, the Bobcats secured a NEWCHL playoff spot.
Bates shut out non-league opponent
MIT 2-0 on Saturday afternoon at the
Underhill Arena. Junior Lauren Slipp and
senior Calley Morrison scored for the
Bobcats. Slipp’s goal was her third in her

A School for Quitters?
plete four years to be about the same.”
“Part of the syndrome may also re¬
late to a student’s perception about the
reality of training and competition at the
elite D-III level,” said Lasagna. “Students
that are capable of succeeding in D-I
may choose NESCAC for the combined
strength of academics and athletics or
because they can pursue two sports.
They may also believe that the com¬
mitment level is far less in D-III. When
they discover this is not as true as they
thought, they decide something has to
give and it is their sport. Related, the
majority of the students that play sports
at Bates enjoyed status as a top perform¬
er through junior high and high school.
They are often surprised at the level of
competition here and are not willing to
commit with unpredictable playing time
results. It is easier to quit than to risk
failure. Does it happen more at Bates
than [at] other NESCACs? I really have
no idea. My guess is that it is fairly con¬
sistent across the NESCAC.”
“As a college, we have an extraordi¬
nary number of students who go abroad
(including athletes),” wrote Athletic Di¬
rector Kevin McHugh in an e-mail, “and
I would guess...that having that discon¬
nect from the team for a season, par¬
ticularly for someone who might not
have been seeing a lot of playing time
anyway, may contribute to somewhat
higher numbers of athletes who don’t
come back to a team.”
Conclusive evidence? No, but it
does appear that this is happening
elsewhere.
Once free of the rigors of NCAA var¬
sity athletics, what do our quitters do
with all of their time?
“Ultimately I’m really happy that I
chose the path that I did because it al¬
lowed me to join the rugby team once
some time passed and I started to miss
the competitive nature of sports that I
love,” said Breger. “Rugby has been a
staple of my Bates experience.. .and has
provided me with some of my fondest
and most cherished memories over my
four years.”
“I’ve had the time to make friends
in lots of different circles, spend a se¬
mester abroad without worrying about
its impact on track, get involved with
other things on campus (Outing Club/
Water-ski Club), and spend time skiing,”
wrote track recruit Luke Hasselbeck ’09
in an e-mail.
“Kirsten Terry [’07] was on the wom¬
en’s track and field team her first two
years, went abroad her junior year, and
then was the editor of the newspaper
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Swimmers dive off the blocks in Saturday’s meet against Wellesley and Conn.

her senior year and didn’t run,” said
Hartshorn.
“For some, once they arrive, they
get so inspired to pursue a particular
academic path, spend a year at the Lon¬
don School of Economics, or become so
involved in a community-based partner¬
ship at a local elementary school, Hillview Housing complex or the Abused
Women’s Advocacy Program, that they
focus their energy there,” said Lasagna.
There are also those quitters who
devote their free time to less dignified
activities. For current varsity athletes,
varsity coaches and those members of
the community unable to compete at
the varsity level, this may seem a waste
of talent. We would prefer that our var¬
sity dropouts devote their energy to
Bates or the greater good of society.
But is it a crime to quit a sport to
do seemingly nothing with one’s free
time? Shouldn’t every college graduate
develop lifelong relationships, pull an
all-nighter to study, interact with differ¬
ent kinds of people, pull an all-nighter
not to study, eat pizza for three meals in
a row, host a party and get drunk in the
afternoon by the time they graduate?
As senioritis moves my body and
mind towards a state of intellectual rigamortis, these are the stereotypically
college things that make me wince, and
pray that May 31 comes sooner than lat¬
er. But how would I feel if I hadn’t lived
some of the cliched college experience?
Probably not very good.
This is not to say that varsity athletes
cannot lead this lifestyle - many of them
do. But if one cannot find time to play
a sport, meet their own academic stan¬
dards and accomplish my seat-of-thepants college to-do list, then I think they
should probably forgo varsity athletics.
For coaches, players and fans, this is
a bummer. It makes our teams worse. As
a proponent of the argument that ath¬
letic prowess boosts a school’s ranking,
I also think it makes our college worse.
But we can’t blame the quitters. They
are selfish for certain. But they should
be. As 18, 19, and 20-something-yearolds, this is the time to be selfish.
The quitting phenomenon is here to
stay. Instead of dwelling on talent gone
and passed us by, perhaps we should
look ahead. The athletic ability of next
year’s recruiting class is no doubt im¬
pressive, but convincing them to put
their prowess towards Garnet glory may
be more difficult than the college ini¬
tially imagines.
Is it better to bum out than to fade
away? Let’s hope so.__

last three games.
On Sunday afternoon, Bates earned
a hard-fought 4-3 victory over Mount
Holyoke. First-year Chelsea Bolton,
sophomore Eve Boonseng, sopho¬
more Kathleen Boyland and senior
Captain Anne Mueller scored goals for
the Bobcats, who clinched a playoff
spot with the win.
The Bobcats went 5-0-1 in their last
six games of the season to clinch the
three seed in the playoffs behind North¬
eastern and UVM, both new members of
the league this year.

“Overall, this season has been a great
one for Bates,” Mueller wrote in an email. “The league was much more com¬
petitive and challenging for us, especially
since UVM and NU joined this year, but it
has led to more exciting games. I guess
our strong finish has been fueled by our
determination to be in the playoffs and
of course, our drive to beat Smith (who
we always seem to tie).”
Bates will face UVM at the Under¬
hill Arena on Feb. 28 and will advance
to the NEWCHL Championship game
if they win.

Bigger than Wins or Losses
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

one how fragile life can be, no mat¬
ter the physical shape one may be in,
the events that took place following
Nolf’s death further support my belief
in the sport.
Instead of racing, the tour’s organiz¬
ers, led by cycling icon Eddy Merckx,
decided to cancel the fifth stage of the
race and replace it with a short 40k ride
to honor Nolf. In place of personal glo¬
ry and a stage victory, everyone associ¬
ated with the event could not brush the
tragic news aside. The racers performed
a short ride as a large pack - their trib¬
ute to Nolf as well as his friends, team¬
mates and family.
Belgian’s golden boy and Qatar race
leader Tom Boonen held a slim 10-second lead over Roger Hammond head¬
ing into Thursday’s stage. Known for his
explosive speed, incredible confidence
and big ring power, Boonen was deeply
affected by the news when interviewed
by the Agence France Presse.
“When something this awful hap¬
pens, racing becomes a lesser priority.
We’re all devastated,” said Boonen. “We
all knew Frederick, and we all appre¬
ciated him. Today we wanted to re¬
member him. Tomorrow the race will
resume, but it won’t be the same. The
entire team, riders and personnel, feel
his family’s pain.”
After seeing his 10-second lead get
cut to eight seconds in the final stage,
Boonen hung on to win his third Tour
of Qatar in the last five years. Despite
the victory, it was clear that Boonen’s
mind was elsewhere. “I didn’t have the
heart to race today,” said Boonen. “Fred
was with us throughout the day. It was
a different kind of day, from breakfast
this morning the atmosphere has been
very heavy.”
Instead of positioning himself for
one of his trademark accelerations in
the last kilometer of the race, a somber
Boonen sat in the pack and trusted that
his 10-second lead would be enough.
The big Belgian dedicated his victory
to the late Nolf and his family before
ducking out of sight of the cameras and
fans in an effort to gather his thoughts.
Most readers of this column prob¬
ably neither care nor know much about
the sport of cycling because, let’s be
honest, it is not one of the most covered,
televised or talked about sports in our
country. That being said, if you want to
see the live version of what I am about
to replay, I recommend watching this
year’s Tour De France on Versus. There
will be blood, sweat and tears, but there

will also be rivalries, sportsmanship and
honor - some of the more overlooked
characteristics of sports.
While a lot about the sport hints at
an obsession with aesthetics, there is a
lot more beyond the tight spandex suits
and shaved legs.
Every race is a dogfight for position
in the peloton while your legs scream
at you to stop. But you keep going as
you try to show everyone else that you
are the best on the road that day. While
a race necessitates the aerobic capacity
to go for as long as six hours, the sport
requires the anaerobic explosiveness
of a football player and the strength of
character of a boxer.
There is crashing, trash talking
and foul play - just like all of our fa¬
vorite sports. But cycling has a level
of honor and respect that is not found
in many other sports and this can be
seen from the Tour of Qatar and Fred¬
erick Nolf’s death.
In the 2001 Tour De France, Lance
Armstrong was in pursuit of his third
consecutive tour victory when 1997
Tour winner and archrival Jan Ullrich
was involved in an unfortunate crash.
It would have been easy for Armstrong
to turn on the jets and open the time
gap on Ullrich, but he knew that if he
wanted to truly win the Tour, he would
have to beat his rival fair and square.
Armstrong slowed the pace and waited
for Ullrich to catch up before continu¬
ing his pursuit of the yellow jersey.
Two years later, Armstrong was in
pursuit of his fifth consecutive Tour vic¬
tory when he crashed on stage 15 be¬
cause of a fan’s handbag interfering with
his handlebars. Ullrich slowed the field
so Armstrong could catch up - a move
that earned him further respect from the
cycling world. Had he not waited, Ull¬
rich probably would have ended Arm¬
strong’s run of consecutive victories, but
Armstrong ended up winning that stage
and his fifth Tour De France - this time
by a slim one minute and one second
margin over Ullrich.
While the cycling world has been
dominated by seemingly endless dop¬
ing allegations over the last three de¬
cades, the actions of Eddy Merckx,
Tom Boonen, Jan Ullrich and Lance
Armstrong strengthen my belief in the
sport. I despise cheaters and have my
fingers crossed that Frederick Nolf’s
death is unrelated to doping. It would
be a sad day for cycling if that were the
case, but as the start of cycling season
approaches, I will do my part to ride
with the honor and respect shown by
the sport’s legends.
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Clad in white, Alumni faithful waggle their fingers in silence as junior Co-Captain Chris Wilson attempts a free throw against Amherst. Amherst won 71-66.
KATIE BASH
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Junior Marshall Hatch’s last-second
tip-in saved the men’s basketball team
from falling to Trinity Saturday night as
the Bobcats just barely defeated the Ban¬
tams 54-53. This was a well-received vic¬
tory for Bates after the garnet hoopsters
fell to nationally ranked Amherst the pre¬
vious night.
The Bobcats took an early 4-2 lead
in Saturday’s game but Trinity owned a
tight lead for the remainder of the period.
A pair of free throws from the Bantams
put them ahead 30-23 with 1:32 left on
the clock. Junior Neil Creahan narrowed
the gap, making two consecutive baskets
with just 75 seconds remaining in the

period. Trinity still led 30-27 going into
intermission.
Bates came back from the half on a
mission. The Bobcats went on an 8-2 run,
beginning with a layup and'a three-point¬
er from sophomore Nick Schmiemann.
Senior Co-Captain Scott Place increased
the Bobcats’ lead to three with a pair of
free throws, making the score 35-32.
This was Schmiemann’s first start, and
he made it a good one as he went on to
score a career-high 16 points.
The score stayed close for the re¬
mainder of the period until the Bantams
owned a four-point lead with just over
four minutes to go. Schmeimann re¬
sponded with a three-point play, but the
Bantams regained possession and man¬
aged to advance their lead on a layup.

Men’s Squash Sweeps Maine
Invitational, 9-0, 9-0, 9-0
ERIC ARMSTRONG
STAFF WRITER

Men’s squash dominated the Maine
Invitational held at the Bates Squash
Center this past weekend, crushing
Tufts, George Washington University
and MIT by identical scores of 9-0.
The victories raised the Bobcats’
overall record to 13-7 and their NESCAC record to 5-2. On Feb. 12, the Col¬
lege Squash Association ranked Bates
as the 12th best team in the nation.

j

Senior Charlie Johnson came back
from a 0-2 deficit in a best of five match
to win the decisive fifth game against
GWU. Senior Deacon Chapin went a
perfect 3-0 on the weekend. In his first
collegiate match from the number one
position, sophomore Will Katz beat his
MIT opponent.
The team will host Colby at 6
p.m. tomorrow in their final regularseason home match before compet¬
ing in the CSA Team Nationals at
Princeton Feb. 20-22.

BOBCAT
Of THE WEEK
Charlotte Green ’ll
Green had a hand in
breaking six swimming
records last Saturday. She
set both pool and school
records in the 50-yard and
100-yard freestyle and
pool records in the 400
medley relay and 200 free
relay. Green s time in the
50 earned her a spot at the
NCAA Championships in
March.
OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA
RELATIONS/COURTESY PHOTO

Bates Junior Jimmy O’Keefe hit a 14-foot
jumper with an assist from Place and
scored a put-back layup to regain the
lead, 52-51.
Trinity called a timeout during this
decisive moment and followed the break
with a drive down the right lane, scoring
the layup. Senior Co-Captain Ben Thayer
fouled a Bantam on the play, but Trinity’s
player missed the free throw.
The Bobcats called their own time¬
out with eight seconds left on the clock.
Thayer put up an errant three, and it
appeared it was over. But as time ex¬
pired, Hatch tipped in the rebound from
Thayer’s shot for the buzzer-beating final
points of the game.
Friday night’s game against 20thranked Amherst started off just as close,

and the Lord Jeffs managed to pull away
only twice during the game. They led
40-34 going into halftime and advanced
their lead 44-34 early in the second half.
Tire only other time the Lord Jeffs man¬
aged to pull away was late in the game,
finally outpacing the Bobcats for the
71-66 victory.
Junior Co-Captain Chris Wilson
led the Bobcats with a career-high 24
points on 8-of-12 shooting and a gamehigh 7 assists. O’Keefe added 12 points
of his own.
The Bobcats are currently 3-5 in con¬
ference play. Next they will play a non¬
league game against Gordon College and
come back to play in their last regular
season game at home against Tufts on
Saturday, Feb. 14 at 3 p.m.

Women’s Nordic
Sixth at UVM
HARRY POOLE
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Sparked by Natalie Ruppertsberger’s career-best eighth-place finish in
Saturday’s 10k classical technique race,
the Bates women finished in sixth place
for the second consecutive week at the
UVM winter carnival in Stowe, VT. Sat¬
urday’s race proved difficult waxing as
Mother Nature brought warm tempera¬
tures, rain, snow and wind to the race
venue - elements that forced racers to
drastically change their technique on
the uphill sections of the course.
The weekend was different from
the standard carnival as the Eastern In¬
tercollegiate Ski Association combined
with the TD Banknorth Eastern Cup Se¬
ries and the National Super Tour Series
to form a high-profile race weekend.
The Super Tour series travels around
the United States throughout the winter
and is the circuit in which most of the
domestic professional racers compete
for prize money.
Despite the raised level of compe¬
tition and unusually high number of
racers, the Bates women approached
the races with the same mindset as any
other carnival.
“It was a wild and crazy weekend,”
said junior Co-Captain Abby Samuelson. “But at the end of the day, I think
we handled the busyness of the week¬
end quite well.”
Ruppertsberger’s standout result in
Saturday’s competition led the women
for the third consecutive classic race
this season. She was followed by first-

year Sophie Leonard and sophomore
Megan McClelland in 29th and 30th
places respectively. The women entered
Saturday’s races without Samuelson or
sophomore Kirsten Gill as both Bobcats
have been battling a lingering cold.
In an interesting twist, first-year
Beth Taylor led the Bobcat women
with a career best 15th-place finish
in Friday’s race, but because she was
racing as an open skier in the Eastern
Cup field her result did not count to¬
wards the college score. For the team
score, the women were paced by Gill
in 15th with Leonard and Ruppertsberger following closely behind in
18th and 19th respectively.
“I prefer the regular carnival week¬
ends because there is less hoopla,” said
Gill. “That being said, it was great for
us to see where we stacked up against
some of the fastest in the country.”
The women will regroup through¬
out this week as they ready themselves
for the annual Dartmouth Carnival and
fabled “Carnival Crush” weekend in Ha¬
nover, N.H. on Friday and Saturday.
Carnival Crush is a carnival tradi¬
tion that takes place on the Saturday of
Dartmouth’s carnival each year. Each
person gives out a valentine - a card, a
song, a dance, etc. - to his or her crush
on the carnival circuit. They are usually
funny and sexualized, though it is not a
requirement. This year it falls perfectly
on Valentine’s Day.
“I can’t wait for carnival crush,” said
Leonard. “I have heard so much about
it, and have been preparing mine the
entire season.”

It would seem that with three
wins over the weekend, the women’s
squash team is hitting their stride - and
I emphasize the hitting. Fourteenthranked Bates shut out 18th-ranked
Tufts University, 9-0, on Friday. They
then beat l6th-ranked George Wash¬
ington University and 25th-ranked
Northeastern University by matching
8-1 margins on Saturday. In Friday’s
win over Tufts, all nine Bobcats beat
the Jumbos in three games.
The wins concluded Bates’ regu¬
lar season. The team finished with
an overall record of 10-8 and a con¬
ference record of 4-3. The National
Squash Association ranks the Bob¬
cats as the 14th best team in the
country and the fifth best team in
the NESCAC.
Seniors Sarah Blomstedt, Sophie
Runquist, Virginia Schippers and Cap¬
tain Margot Webel have played their
final home match. Blomstedt has a ca¬
reer singles record of 58-34, Runquist
of 30-11 and Webel of 60-25. Schip¬
pers had a 9-6 record this season.
Bates plays at Team Nationals at
Harvard University this weekend.

Women's
Alpine Seventh
in Slalom, GS
and Overall
MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

Women’s alpine finished seventh
out of 11 teams at the UVM Carnival
this weekend. Bates came in seventh
out of nine teams in Friday’s giant
slalom with 72 points and seventh
out of 11 teams in Saturday’s slalom
with 69 points.
Senior Co-Captain Megan Papineau finished in the top 25 in both races,
taking 15th in the giant slalom with
a combined time of 2:01.89. Papineau
came in 21st in the slalom with a com¬
bined time of 2:05.86.
Sophomore Micaela Holland fin¬
ished 13th overall in the giant slalom
in a combined time of 2:01.81.
Senior Co-Captains Liz Thompson
and Emily Sampson led the way in Sat¬
urday’s slalom, finishing 15th (2:02.37)
and 18th (2:04.68) respectively.
Bates’ Nordic and alpine teams
combined for a seventh place fin¬
ish out of 11 teams. Bates tallied 586
points, trailing Colby’s score of 596 by
only 10.
Next weekend, the Bobcats ski
at Dartmouth Skiway in Dartmouth’s
Winter Carnival.

Men’s Nordic Impressive in VT
BETH TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER

The UVM Winter Carnival .was no
ordinary winter carnival. It incorpo¬
rated the USSA Super Tour, an event
featuring some of the best skiers in
the country, including a few former
Olympians. It was also an Eastern Cup
Junior Olympic qualifying race, allow¬
ing high school, college and profes¬
sional athletes to compete in the same
race. This ultra competitive race be¬
gan Saturday morning with a 10k free¬
style race.
Senior Captain Sylvan Ellefson
skied to a fourth place finish. Senior
Sam Evans-Brown finished in 16th

and senior Tim Whiton finished 50th.
When one removes high school and
professional athletes from the mix,
these three scorers finished second,
eighth and 28th respectively.
Rounding out the carnival six were
senior Connor Cushman in 38th, senior
Dylan Mogk in 43rd and junior Harry
Poole in 44th (college results). Junior
Nate Winebaum finished in 180th. The
men finished second overall as a team
on Saturday, their best finish yet.
“We were pretty excited,” said
Ellefson. “It should be a great confi¬
dence boost going into the Dartmouth
Carnival next weekend.”
Sunday’s crazy weather conditions
made what should have been a straight-

—

forward classic 15k into what Ellefson
half-jokingly labeled “Sufferfest 2009 ”
The fluctuating temperatures and onoff rain, sleet and snow made wax¬
ing close to impossible. Thotigh some
got lucky or simply used waxless skis,
the race was definitely a little rougher
than usual.
Ellefson skied through the weather
to ninth overall (fourth carnival skier),
followed by Cushman and Mogk in
51st (31st carnival skier) and 62nd
(37th carnival skier) respectively.
“Conditions were tough but we
skied through them,” said Cushman.
The men finished fourth on
Sunday. They travel to Dartmouth
next weekend.
J -T
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Champs Again, Four in a Row
PAUL LOMBARDI
STAFF WRITER

The men’s hockey team completed a
busy three-game weekend with a 2-1 re¬
cord. With wins over Springfield College
and Rhode Island College, Bates secured
the NECHA league championship for the
fourth straight year.
On Friday night, Bates cruised to a
10-2 victory over Springfield College.
Bates went 5/9 on the power play and
eight different players tallied goals as the
Bobcats, easily shut down their league ri¬
val. Sophomore Matt Ohlheiser finished
with 1 goal and 3 assists, and first-year
Cam Chaput tallied 1 goal and 2 assists.
Team scoring-leader Wes Chaput TO was
held scoreless but did contribute 2 assists.
Sophomore goalie Dan Garcia-McGuire
got his first start of the season and made
30 saves for the Bobcats. '

Less than 24 hours later, the Bobcats
came home to play non-league opponent
University of New England. Though Ohl¬
heiser continued his strong play with 2
goals, Bates was not able to come away
with a win, losing 6-2. Though it was a
tough game for the team, the loss had no
effect on the Bobcat record because it was
a non-league contest.
The Bobcats finished the weekend
with a strong win over league-rival Rhode
Island College to clinch the NECHA League
Championship. The game was close
through two periods. Junior Billy Kenny
got Bates on the board first just over five
minutes into the game. Just over a minute
later, Rhode Island tied the score, and it
was 1-1 at the end of the first period.
Matt Ohlheiser scored on the pow¬
er play just under six minutes into the,
second period to give the Bobcats a 2-1
lead. It was Ohlheiser’s third straight

game with a goal. Despite controlling the
puck in Rhode Island’s zone for .most of
the period,'the Bobcats were unable to
score and the game remained 2-1 enter¬
ing the final period.
With 13:39 remaining in the third peri¬
od, senior Chase Castner cut in front of the
net and whipped a shot past the Rhode Is¬
land goalie to give the Bobcats a 3-1 lead.
Cam Chaput, Wes Chaput and sophomore
Garret Kopeski each added goals for Bates
in the final five minutes to give the team
a 6-1 win.
The Bobcats ended the regular sea¬
son with a 13-3-1 record and a 12-1 re¬
cord in league play. The Bobcats host
league-rival Lyndon State College next
Tuesday in the NECHA quarterfinals.
The Bobcats are 2-0 against Lyndon State
this season and have outscored their first
round opponent by a combined score of
26-7 in the two games.
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Senior Co-Captain Izzy Alexander runs in Saturday’s Maine Intercollegiate Women’s Indoor Track and Field Championships. Alexander placed first in the 600m and the 4x400m relay.
MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

The women’s track team won more
events than any other team at Saturday’s
Maine Intercollegiate Indoor Track and
Field Championships. Bates won the
600m, the 4x400m relay, the 4x200m re¬
lay, the 55m hurdles, the triple jump, the
shot put and the weight throw en route

to their second second-place finish in as
many years.
Senior Co-Captain Izzy Alexander
won the 600m in 1:37.41. Alexander
also won the 4x400m relay with team¬
mates Tina Tobin T2, Dana Lindauer ’ll
and senior Co-Captain Jen Marino.
Junior Molly Radis, first-year Taylor
Piers, senior Tara Higgins and first-year
Elizabeth Carleton won the 4x200m re¬

lay in 1:51.88.
Tobin won the 55m hurdles in 8.90
seconds.
Marino won the triple jump with a
leap of 36’9”.
Per usual, junior Vantiel Elizabeth
Duncan won both the shot put and the
weight throw with heaves of 40’5.5" and
52’8.75” respectively.
“It was so exciting being able to

Bates’ Burnout Culture
MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS
EDITOR

A high school AllAmerican, ' three-time
State Champion wom¬
en’s. lacrosse star. A Regional Cham¬
pion in both the men’s long jump and
triple jump. An honorable mention
All-Metro League starting fullback and
middle linebacker. A two-time All-State
and two-time State Champion. men’s
lacrosse player. A Central Maine Fe¬
male Runner of the Year and three-time
top-teri finisher in the State Champion¬
ship meet. A two-time league MVP for
men’s basketball. An All-New England
men’s- football and basketball standout.
, A State-Champion men’s Nordic relay
team member. Not to mention, a male
pole vaulter who without coaching

placed in the top 15 at States using a
10-year-old, lady’s pole.
Wish Bates could recruit that kind
of talent? Well, we can. And not only
can we, but we do.
Ready to have your mind blown?
Every one of the aforementioned ath¬
letes is a current Bates student. The bad
news? Not one of the aforementioned
athletes is a current member of one of
Bates’ varsity teams.
Ouch.
To make matters worse, this is but a
sampling of the sampling I took of Bates
students who were recruited to play a
varsity sport and have since quit.
Double ouch.
“It is significandy different than what
I experienced in 18 years of coaching at
Brown,” wrote men’s lacrosse coach Pe¬
ter Lasagna in an e-mail. “In a similarly
demanding academic/athletic setting,
we had a total of two kids quit in 18
years. When I first arrived here, I was

surprised at how many students, men
and women, decided not to complete
four years of participation.”
Determining how high school tal¬
ent will adjust to collegiate athletics is
a crapshoot, much like judging profes¬
sional potential out of college. Many
of the aforementioned Batesies might
have proven mediocre or perhaps even
gotten cut before they could claim four
years of varsity membership. But one
has to believe that with the high school
accolades this group achieved at least
some of them might have gone on to
become dominant Division III athletes.
So, why quit?
“I felt that the time commitments
were too much,” wrote football and
track recruit Alex Breger ’09 in an email. “I wanted my Bates experience to
revolve less around athletics and more
around academics and social life.”
See A SCHOOL, page 10

compete at such an important and com¬
petitive meet held on our home track,”
said Alexander. “The crowd support
was fantastic and it was really just an
all-around electrifying environment.
Beating USM and Colby is always sat¬
isfying and our team had a lot of great
performances across the board, from
the throws to the jumps to the running
events. Everyone competed hard and

had a fun time doing so.”
Bowdoin won the meet with 220
points - 74 more than Bates’ 146. Colby
scored 119 points and USM - the de¬
fending champions - tallied 87. The Po¬
lar Bears won a total of six events.
Bates competes on Feb. 13 at
the Valentine Invitational at Boston
University and on Feb. 14 at the
MIT Invitational.

A Tragedy in the
Cycling Community
HARRY POOLE
ASSISTANT SPORTS
EDITOR

[Editors Note: Harry
Poole is a member of
Bates’ cycling team.]
I am a huge culprit of elevating my
favorite athletes to a superhuman and
invincible level. It is an awful charac¬
teristic of mine, but when it comes to
sports and the' greatest athletes of our
day, I am like a little kid in a candy shop.
They might be able to run faster, jump
higher, ski better or ride faster than the
average person, but at the end of the
day, the athletes that I have admired and
idolized over the last 10 years are still
regularpeo£le^^^_i__^____-_>__-l

Sometimes it takes a tragic event
for us to take a step back and look at
our favorite athletes as perfectly nor¬
mal people. In this instance, I refer to
the sport of cycling and last Thursday’s
shocking announcement of the death of
21-year-old Belgian pro Frederick Nolf.
An up-and-coming European rider, Nolf
achieved his professional status two
years ago when he signed a contract
with Topsport Vlaanderen-Mercator. He
was found dead in his hotel room of im¬
mediately undeterminable causes.
When news of Nolfs death was
passed to the other competitors of the
Tour of Qatar, none of the 120 racers
even thought about racing. Cycling is a
sport of honor, and while the sudden
death of Frederick Nolf reminds everySee BIGGER THAN, page 10
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